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XPT COMES TO TOWN 


FOR ALL WHO ARE INTERESTED IN RAILWAYS 


Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year to all 
our readers. 


In recent press reports, it was stated that the Southern 
Aurora and Spirit of Progress could run as a combined 
train on certain days of the week. 

Falling patronage and increasing wages have made it 
difficult to make the services justified in their present 
form. During the off peak times of the year there can be 
as many service cars (dining, lounge, buffet, power, etc.) 
as there are cars for the passengers. Even the Inter- 
capital Daylight is down to five sitting cars in a nine car 
set. 

There is talk of running XPT car sets between Sydney 
and Melbourne but there is no guarantee they will be a 
complete success. While they will reduce the running time 
by about 25%, if the surcharge on the normal fare is 
applied to interstate travel as it is in NSW, this will limit 
the market. With the state of the nation at the moment, 
most people will not spend a lot of money on travel. 

An answer to the interstate problem could be a loco 
similar to the new 81 class geared to 160 km/h and fitted 
with a generator to power the lights and airconditioning 
on the cars it is hauling. With a set of cars similar to our 
N cars behind it, the schedule could be bought down to 
10 hours. With three trains departing at 07 00, 09 00 
and 12 00 from each capital and fares kept as low as 
possible the service could be made very attractive to the 
travelling public. With the airlines and even a busline 
having standby fares, what is wrong with the railways 
introducing them on selected services? We will have to 
watch future developments with great interest. 


Front Cover: 42208 waits in No.1 platform at Spencer 
St as X53 and S313 arrive with the Up Overland. 


Thurs.16.9.82. (Barry Eadie) 


SUBSCRIPTIONS FOR NON-MEMBERS 
Mailed flat, with supplements not provided with across- 
the-counter copies. 
May - April — $14.00 
November - April — $7.00 


Eleven issues yearly — February to December. 


All subscriptions expire with the April issue. Write to 
ARHS Membership Officer, Box 5177AA, GPO 
Melbourne 3001, for subscriptions and details of member- 
ship, monthly meetings and activities. 


Opposite above: Passengers wait to have a look 
through the cab of the XPT set prior to it running to 
Seymour on Sun.28.11.82. 


Opposite below: Powering away from the 65 km/h curve 
at Albion, the train is put through its paces as it heads 
north. (Both photos Ken Williams) 


DECEMBER 1982 


Newsrail 


Vol.10 No. 11 December 1982 


FEATURE ARTICLES 


Easter 1919) oc ccesauawan apiantae aiea ga Qhieadawd wien 288 
New Timetables, 31.10.82 ............. 0.000 esas 292 
Victoria sees the new XPT train .................-- 267 
REGULAR FEATURES 

General News ........... ccc cece eee ccc eee eeeees 302 
WHEPEAS- 10? \oceddaachs feeeded ioe Semaine cad Gaus 305 
Traffie i cada cacdieawhae bdonae iy dees baeneee tans 306 
ROMNGSIOCK, ahaa afecnata em aedawiatla Monin acmuteres 310 
WOEKS: ibid gaia g aracen itd dtr Agee hh ee Sacer ee 312 
Delays, Derailments, Etc. ......... 0.0.0. c eee eee 313 
PAU GISC: sescscha sss ti don matey ginraltrnbaee dia eodathoe owe Boaters 314 
PICTORIAL FEATURES 

XPT comes to TOWN ......... cc cece eee teens 286 
SRA Locos in the Deep South ................... 296 
422’s on the Run .......... 2. cece cece eee eee eees 298 
A New Train on Show ......... cc cece cence eens 300 


EDITORS 
News Editor: Kevin Wright, 22 Memorial Avenue, Epping 
3076. 


Articles Editor: Position vacant. Until position is filled please 
send Articles to Barry Eadie. 


Layout/Production and Pictorial Editor: Barry Eadie, 
Lot 3, Nolan Road, Emerald 3782. 


Advertising: Michael de Josselin, 6 Roymar Court, Wonga 
Park 3115. 


Assistants: John Dare, Ross Gorman, 
Warren Hall, Andrew Ward. 


Mal Austin, 


Closing date for News, Articles and Photographs: 
1st of each month. 


We would like to thank all who have contributed to this 
issue and look forward to your support in the future. All 
articles, items and photos are acknowledged at the bottom. 


CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS (see p. 316) 


How to Place your Advertisement: Using block letters 
include full name, address and phone number and send 
with cheque (no cash) payable to the ARHS to the Adver- 
tising Manager, Michael de Josselin, 6 Roymar Crt, Wonga 
Park, 3115. Closing date of Advertisements is the 18th of 
each month. 


Charges: A minimum of $2.50 per entry per month. A 
maximum of 5 words per line and a limit of 6 lines. If more 
than 6 lines are required a surcharge of 30 cents per line 
applies. 


287 


Easter 1919 


One of the treasures I recently unearthed at 
Windsor was a copy of the Country Passenger Work- 
ing Timetable for Easter, 1919. It might be of interest 
to compare the departure of trains from Spencer St on 
Thursday, 17th April, 1919 with any night these days. 
Maybe in 1919 there was more excitement, more 
frantic activity, more visible pollution, but in 1982 
there are certainly more trains, more passengers any- 
time than there were in 1919’s ‘‘peak of peaks’’. 


Spencer St Station: Diagram 17/17 was issued on 
2nd December, 1917 in connection with the opening 
of the four track viaduct to Flinders St and was cur- 
rent in 1919, being replaced by Diagram 19/24 when 
the two ‘‘new’’ suburban island platforms were 
brought into use. Diagram 17/17 has been reduced to 
fit the Newsrail page, and much of the printing is 
difficult or impossible to read. 


The Timetable: Using the public timetable for 1st 
December, 1919, as a base (the nearest I have in my 
collection) and amending and adding to the services 
unit, by using the Easter Timetable (whose number is 
missing) the following service has been tabulated. 
There were a number of interesting notes in the 
Timetable and I have listed a few. 


The Platforms: From 15th April to 22nd April the 
Outward Passenger traffic will be divided at Spencer 
St. The Bendigo Line trains will start from No.1 or 2 
Platform; Ballarat Line 4 or 5; Geelong Line 4 or 5; 
North East 9, 10 or 11. 


Definition of Vehicle: For purposes of computation a 
vehicle wherever the word appears in relation of loads 
will be regarded as equal to a six wheeled carriage or 
van. Broad gauge seated trucks, loaded or empty, to 
be computed as 8 tons. 


Engines: All engines for Country Passenger trains 
leaving Spencer St and Flinders St stations must be in 
the passenger yard not less than 30 minutes before 
starting time and they must leave the locomotive shed 
in the order they are required. Rollingstock Branch 
will arrange that pilot engine employed at Wodonga 
during the holidays shall be A class. (The Sunbury 
standby engine was to be ready for emergencies, 
either to replace other engines or assist up the bank.) 


Telegrams: SMs are to notify the public when lodging 
telegrams during holiday traffic that Departmental 
train-working telegrams must receive preference and 
that private telegrams may be delayed. Operators are 
to see that this instruction is carried out. 


Block Posts: Pascoe Vale, Wildwoods, Tottenham, 
Kangaroo Flat and Redesdale Junction were opened 
as block posts, or their hours as block posts extended. 


Bendigo: SM Bendigo may arrange on days of excep- 
tionally heavy passenger traffic to run the mixed 
trains on Kerang, Echuca and Korong Vale lines as 
passenger trains and to put on goods trains to do 
roadside work. 


Rowsley and Bank Box: Were open as block posts on 
the Bacchus Marsh - Ingliston composite staff. 


Rockbank: Was switched in as an electric staff station 
and the interlocking connected from April 15th April 
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to 23rd April. (Otherwise the electric staff section was 
Sunshine - Melton.) 


Stopping conditions: The 5.06 pm (D17) Down 
express to take passengers for Melton (Rockbank 
Tuesdays and Saturdays; Parwan Tuesdays and Fri- 
days) Bacchus Marsh, Ballan, (Gordon on Saturdays), 
Bungaree, Ballarat East, Ballarat, Beaufort, Ararat, 
Stawell and Maryborough line, except on 17th April 
when passengers for Rockbank, Melton, Bacchus 
Marsh, Ballan, Gordon, Bungaree, Ballarat East and 
Ballarat must be excluded from the 5.06 pm and 
directed to the 5.30 pm special. Maryborough line 
passengers will travel by 5.06 pm as usual. (So much 
for being called an ‘‘express’.) 


Steam Car: The 4.45 pm Steam Car Ballarat to Ballan 
will leave at 4 pm. 


Albury: When four expresses leave Sydney at 7.10 
pm, 7.25 pm, 7.55 pm and 8.06 pm, the first VR train 
will connect with the first two NSW trains, the second 
VR train will leave from Wodonga at 8.20 am and the 
third VR train will connect with the third and fourth 
NSW trains. 


North Geelong Loop: The Ballarat trains were all 
scheduled via Bacchus Marsh and there were none via 
North Geelong Loop. 


Munro: When the electric staff was installed between 
Stratford and Lindenow in 1916, a Divided Staff 
enabled Munro to be opened as a staff and ticket sta- 
tion when required: there was a ballast train working 
there between March and November 1919 and so 
Munro was opened as a staff and ticket station during 
this time. A note in the timetable showed that 
‘‘Munro is at present open as a temporary staff sta- 
tion. G7 Down (8.13 am Down Bairnsdale) will pro- 
bably cross No.8 Up (2.25 pm ex Bairnsdale) there on 
18th April’. I wonder if it did! 


Train control: We must remember that all of this ser- 
vice was run without Train Control, which was not 
introduced for another decade or so. Instead of Con- 
trol making decision as each problem actually arose, 
the people who compiled the timetable in those days 
had to foresee, if they could, the problems which 
might arise and prepare solutions for them. The solu- 
tions make interesting reading, but the success of the 
Operating must have relied almost entirely on the 
ingenuity and resource of the railwaymen on the spot. 


DEPARTURES FROM SPENCER ST 


17th April, 1919: 

5.41: Werribee regular 

6.00: Sunbury light engine. To assist and relieve 
passenger engines beyond Sunbury. 

Albury extra. 

Albury regular. To have 19 vehicles and A® 
engines 

: Colac extra. 

: Bendigo extra. 

: Port Fairy extra. 

: Deniliquin regular. 

: Seymour extra. 

: Whittlesea regular. 


6.05: 
6.15: 


NEWSRAIL 


: Serviceton regular. Connect Waubra, Cressy, 


Linton extra and Portland. 


: Ararat extra. 
: Geelong regular extended to Colac. First por- 


tion forms 1.09 pm Ballarat. 


: Bendigo extra. 
: Bendigo regular. Connect Maryborough and 


Ballarat. 


: Dimboola extra. 
: Bright extra. Connects Whitfield. 
: Daylesford extra. When double-headed to 


have brake in middle so it can run in two divi- 
sions on branch. 


: Shepparton extra. In lieu of 2.30 Seymour. 


Connect Cobram. 


: Ballarat extra. Connect Daylesford. 

: Ballarat extra. 

: Bendigo extra. 

. Albury extra. Run by crew usually rostered for 


4.00 pm. Connect Tallangatta, Wahgunyah, 
Beechworth. 


: Warrnambool extra. Five bogie cars to Cam- 


perdown. 


: Albury. Connect Yarrawonga. 
: Ist Division Adelaide extra. Interstate sleepers 


and sitters. 


: Port Fairy. At least 4 cars to Warrnambool. 


: 2nd Divison Adelaide regular. Dining car 
attached, intended mainly for Victorian 
passengers. 

: Bendigo extra. 


: Bendigo regular. Connect Maryborough. 
: Albury regular. First class only. 
: Ballarat regular extended to Horsham. Con- 


nects Maryborough, Hamilton extra. 


: Albury extra. 
: Castlemaine regular extended to Bendigo. 


Connect to Maryborough, Maldon, Donald, 
Avoca, Echuca, Swan Hill, Wycheproof. 


: Whittlesea regular. 


5.30: 
5.37: 
5.40: 


6.03: 


6.10: 
6.30: 
6.35: 
6.50: 


7.00: 
7.09: 
8.28: 


Ballarat extra. 

Daylesford extra. 

Tocumwal extra. Connect Picola, Rushworth, 
Cobram, Echuca. 

Mansfield extra. A® engine to Tallarook, DD 
on branch. 

eee extra. DD engine and brake at each 
end. 

Bendigo. Instead of 5.43 to Saturday timing. 
Connects Lancefield. 

Seymour regular. 

Tallarook extra empty cars. A, AA or DD 
engine C van 1LABL 1XY and 2Y cars to run 
Down Yea train Friday. 

Geelong regular extended to Colac. 

Ballarat regular. 

Geelong extra. Formed by Forrest train 
extended from Geelong to Spencer St. 


DEPARTURES FROM FLINDERS ST 


6.32 


: Port Albert regular (does not connect 
Wonthaggi) Connects Outtrim. 


: Wonthaggi extra. 
: Sale extra. 
: Bairnsdale regular — mail van attached to Tra- 


ralgon. Connects Maffra, Briagolong, Mirboo 
North, Thorpdale. 


: Warragul extra. 
: Warragul Thursday regular (Does not connect 


to Noojee). 


: Bairnsdale via Sale extra. To be made up with 


1A, 1B, 1AV, 1BV, 1ABL and C van. (A and 
B to be detached at Traralgon). 


: Sale extra. 


: Bairnsdale regular. Connects Stratford via 
Maffra, Mirboo North, Nayook. 


: Leongatha regular extended to Port Albert. 
: Wonthaggi extra. 
: Warragul regular. Passenger instead of mixed. 


A2939 rolls through South Kensington as it heads for Geelong. (ARHS Archives) 
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SPENCER ST SIGNAL DIAGRAM 17/17 
The diagram 17/17 shown was current at Easter, 
1919. It was issued to cover the new four-track 
viaduct, which was automatically signalled. The 
next major alteration at Spencer St was in 1924, 
when the two new island suburban platforms rep- 
laced the single island shown. 
Platforms 1 and 2 are alongside No.1 Road, Centre 
Yard; 
Platform 4 is alongside No.4 Road, Centre Yard; 
Platform 5 is alongside No.1 Road, West Yard; 
Platforms 9, 10 and 11 are alongside Nos. 6, 4 and 
3 Roads, East Yard, respectively; 
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Platforms 7 and 8 are the island suburban plat- 
forms. 

Note that between No.1 Signal Box and Franklin 
St all suburban trains used the West Lines. 

On this diagram, the systems of signalling are as 
follows: 

Viaduct Junction - No.1 Signal Box: Three position 
automatic. 

No.1 Signal Box - Franklin St - North Melbourne 
Junction: Double Line Block. 
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New Timetables, 31.10.82 


New timetables for suburban and country trains 
came into operation on Sun.31.10. The country 
schedules represent the first major revision of the 
upgraded service introduced 13 months earlier, and 
coincide with the placement in traffic of the tenth N 
set, and the first regular use of BRN buffet cars. The 
suburban timetables introduce the City Circle and 
Epping and Hurstbridge trains via the underground; 
Parliament station which was to be opened on the same 
date, was not completed, but the extensive timetable 
alterations could be deferred no longer. 


COUNTRY TIMETABLES 


New timetables were issued for all districts. Most 
pages have a larger typeface which is easier to read, but 
which still enable whole lines to fit on one page. 

For the first time each passenger schedule has notes 
at the head and foot of the column showing ‘“‘Formed 
by arrival’? and ‘‘Forms’’, as well as the run number of 
the set of carriages used on the particular service. For 
example, the 07 55 Albury on Saturday looks like this: 


Run No. 22 
8202 
Formed by 06 40 
arrival GLG 
8305 
EXPRESS 
CRe 
Spencer St. 07 55 


The running schedules at the back of each timetable 
have been revised and now show only the standard 
loads which could be expected to operate on a particu- 
lar route (there are no more schedules for B on 455 to 
Albury). The running times are newly derived, and are 
generally faster and more accurate than before. On the 
Bendigo line the fastest timing shown for Up express 
trains is 112 minutes Bendigo to Melbourne, a notable 
reduction. 


On the passenger pages, Monday to Friday, Saturday 
and Sunday trains appear in three separate sections, 
and the same practice has been adopted in the public 
timetable. Once again, the carriage consists of each 
train do not appear in the working timetable — they are 
printed separately, and are, of course, changed every 
month or so. 


Nearly all trains have been retimed, although most 
of the alterations are minor. Most changes are accelera- 
tions, but there are slowings north of Seymour and 
west of Ballarat. Following surveys of passenger 
requirements, a number of services have had their 
departure or arrival times in Melbourne altered by 10- 
15 minutes. There are no cancellations and some addi- 
tional trains operate. The most significant are Sunday 
afternoon services to Bendigo, Ballarat and Traralgon, 
and a Warragul-Traralgon workers’ service on week- 
days. 


The following notes comment on major changes, 
but there are many others which can be seen from the 
public timetable. 
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Northern: 


Down services are accelerated by 5-15 minutes, but 
Up trains remain much the same. A 2-hour schedule is 
possible on the Up, but if this is to be introduced the 
departures from Bendigo will have to be shifted off the 
even hour. At present Up trains which leave Kyneton 
on time will be right behind suburban trains from St. 
Albans. The Down Great Northern Limited is 55 
minutes earlier on Mon. to Fri. and returns from Ben- 
digo at 1100; the traditional 12 noon departure 
remains only on Saturday. Up buses which connect 
with the 11 00 now wait for the 09 50 from Melbourne, 
allowing shorter connecting intervals but still giving 
the bus drivers time off between trips. The 09 50 
Down and 11 00 Up on Mon. to Fri. cross at Castle- 
maine, and the bus from and to Maryborough makes 
excellent connections in both directions. The addi- 
tional Down train at 16 10 on Sundays is fast (2 hours 
10 minutes with 5 stops) and connects to Sea Lake, 
giving a much earlier arrival there. 


This train uses the carriages formerly conveyed as a 
second set on the 18 25 Saturday. The crew from this 
service return on the Up Swan Hill train, which can 
omit its Macedon and Gisborne stops and be acceler- 
ated 10 minutes. The Piangil - Swan Hill bus runs extra 
trips on Tues. and Fri. to give connections to the train, 
and a day return service to Melbourne. 


Western: 


The morning Horsham train is 40 minutes earlier at 
07 55, and returns 15 minutes earlier, allowing time to 
form the 19 10 Geelong. The schedule west of Ballarat 
is slowed, but the 4-minute stop at Stawell from 11 40 
to 11 44 is not to allow for heavy vangoods but to cross 
an Up express goods due non-stop at 11 42. Other Up 
services are generally 15 minutes earlier giving stan- 
dard departures from Ballarat at 45 minutes past the 
hour. The extra Down Sunday service at 16 15 takes 
the crew for the Up Horsham train, and the evening 
crew change at Bacchus Marsh is eliminated. The cars 
for this train are those formerly conveyed as a second 
set on the 13 15 Down. Evening peak services on Mon. 
to Fri. are rearranged, and there is an additional 
DERM and trailer to Bacchus Marsh at 1758. It 
returns at 2005, giving a later last Up service. 
Throughout the day local services to Bacchus Marsh 
are retimed to fit in with Ballarat trains. 


The westbound Overland is 30-minutes faster to Ser- 
viceton (reverting an old schedule) but the 08 50 
arrival at Adelaide is unchanged; the eastbound Over- 
land departs Adelaide 30 minutes later at 19 40 but is 
earlier at Serviceton; 15 minutes are gained to 
Melbourne, mainly in order to fit between Ballarat 
trains. The Down Hopetoun bus runs to the late 
schedule on Thurs. as well as Fri. giving a day return to 
Melbourne. 


South-Western: 

Most Geelong services are accelerated by 2-5 
minutes. The evening Down services at 2110 and 
22 10 have been put back 20 minutes to cater for those 
finishing work or studies at 21 00 or 22 00. The morn- 
ing Warrnambool train is 50 minutes earlier at 08 35, 
using the path vacated by the Horsham train; its return 
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is at 12 40, and the afternoon cross is at Winchelsea. 
The 16 20 pass. to Werribee has been replaced by two 
trains of DERM and trailer at 16 20 and 1635. Four 
Down Werribee services each weekday are now over- 
taken by Geelong trains at Laverton, but the Down 
running overtakes have gone. The 20 00 Up Werribee 
on Mon. to Fri. runs via the east line to Laverton to be 
overtaken by the 1930 Up Geelong. The 08 00 and 
1400 Down trains on Mon. to Fri. are extended to 
South Geelong, the former having a turnround of only 
11 minutes. 


CARRIAGE WORKING 


Roster N10 uses 8 N sets in traffic, with two sets 
spare. The two sets with buffets (N7 and the new set 
N10) are required to operate on Horsham and War- 
rnambool services, leaving two non-buffet sets as the 
two spares. The extra N set replaces one of the 
Kyneton D sets of CW-AE-BW-BW, but what the 
Kyneton commuters will see is a set with AS and BEa/ 
c. This will in time become an N set, and the ‘‘long”’ 
Bacchus Marsh set of BCPL-BPL-BPL-BPL-BPL, now 
listed as a railmotor-replacement set will become a set 
of loco-hauled Harris cars. Runs 1-16 have been rear- 
ranged and are now numbered as follows: 

1, 2, 11: CW-AS-BEa/c-BWL-BWL — Dimboola, 

Numurkah, Kyneton 
3-5, 7-9: ACN-BN-BN 
12: BCE-AS-BEL-BEL — Kyneton 
13-16: CE-AE-BEL-BEL-BEL — Geelong, Bacchus 

Marsh. 


The Sunbury set of BCPL-BPL-BW is now D32, not 
‘‘spare’’ set SP5. The eighth ‘‘Z’’ set 25 is now shown 
as CE-AS-BRS-BS-BWL and keeps to the Warrnam- 
bool line. It will eventually get Z cars when the refur- 
bishing program is completed. The BRS is not expected 
to be available until mid-December or later. 


The BRN cars run on the Horsham day train each 
day, and the 1255 Warrnambool Mon. to Fri. and 
08 35 and 18 25 Sat. The extra N set runs an Up South 
Geelong in the morning, and by a very long chain 
alteratiéns the 12 55 Shepparton becomes a pass. in the 
afternoon. The changes are summarised in the table. 
On Saturday the additional N set runs the 07 00 Down 
Geelong and subsequent trips, and on Sunday it runs 
to Numurkah, a welcome improvement for this train. 


Because of altered arrival times at Spencer St and 
changed ‘‘Forms’’, some afternoon Bacchus Marsh 
and Kyneton trips use different cars: the Sunbury set 
now runs the 14 05 Bacchus Marsh, and a Geelong set 
is used on the 12 45 Kyneton on Mon. to Fri. On Sun- 
days the 10 05 Geelong is formed by the 4-car aircondi- 
tioned set which later runs the 16 10 Bendigo, and the 
14 05 Geelong is the Z set which has arrived from Alb- 
ury in the morning. On Mon. to Fri. the 16 00 arrival 
Warrnambool and 16 05 arrival Bendigo N sets com- 
bine to form 16 45 South Geelong, a move which once 
would have seemed tight, but which should give no 
trouble. 


There is now only one divide at Spencer St in the 
morning. The 07 58 arrival South Geelong splits for 
the 08 35 Warrnambool and 0855 Shepparton. The 
other double N set, the 08 24 arrival, goes off until the 
afternoon. The 09 00 Geelong Mon. to Fri. is now set 
12, previously captive on the Bendigo line, and the 
11 00 Geelong is a Kyneton/Seymour 3-car D set. 
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MON. TO FRI. CARRIAGE CHANGES 
N9 N10 


A.M. P.M. 
CE-AS-BEa/c-BES CE-AS-BEa/c-BWL-BWL 


07 50 Up South Geelong 04 50 Up Bendigo 
0800 Up Ballarat (MO) 0545 Up Kyneton 


CW-AE-BW-BW ACN-BRN-BN 


04 45 Up Bendigo 06 15 Up South Geelong 
05 45 Up Kyneton (forms 07 55 Horsham) 


CE-AE-BEL-BEL-BEL CE-AE-BEL-BEL-BEL 

06 20 Up South Geelong 07 40 Up South Geelong (ME) 
0745 Up. Ballarat (MO) 
P.M. 

CE-AS-BEa/c-BWL-BWL 

17 45 Kyneton 

ACN-BN-BN 

12 55 Shepparton 
CE-AE-BEL-BEL-BEL 

17 40 Geelong 
BCPL-BPL-BPL-BW 

16 20 Bacchus Marsh 

2/DERM and Trailer 

16 20 and 16 35 Werribee 
ACN-BRN-BN 

12 55 Warrnambool 

600 and Trailer 

15 00 Kyneton 


(MO) 
(ME) 


(MO) 
(ME) 


P.M. 
CE-AS-BEa/c-BES 
12 55 Warrnambool 
ACN-BN-BN 

7 40 Geelong 
CE-AE-BEL-BEL-BEL 
6 20 Bacchus Marsh 
BCPL-BPL-BPL-BW 
6 20 Werribee 
Spare set 

5 18 Kyneton 
CW-AE-BW-BW 

7 45 Kyneton 

600 and Trailer 

3 15 Shepparton 


PUBLIC TIMETABLES 


The new country public timetable book was on sale 
in the last week of October, the first time recently it has 
been available before the start of new services. Han- 
dout timetables for rail routes were on issue about a 
week earlier, and every country newspaper published 
in the last week of October contained a copy of one of 
them. The format of both types of timetable has 
changed little; one feature is the listing of certain trains 
as ‘‘economy class only’’. 

Most of the handout timetables have printed on the 
outside ‘‘VicRail introduces more improvements to 
the . .. service’’ and inside are paragraphs listing faster 
trains, the virtues of the N cars and the refurbished S 
and Z cars, and the imminent introduction of new 
buffet cars. The timetables are arranged in the same 
style as last year and the written comments are specific 
to each line. 

More general comments on the new carriages and 
improved food service, and the increased numbers of 
computer booking centres and off-rail agencies occupy 
the first few pages of the 50 cent timetable book. The 
rest of the publication is familiar, but in a very clear 
typeface which makes the pages most attractive. As 
mentioned earlier, there are different Mon. to Fri., Sat. 
and Sun. sections for many lines. The timetables for 
Ballarat, Maryborough, Echuca and Portland show the 
services operating via. alternative routes. The letter 
‘*R”’ indicating refreshments available is now not used 
at Spencer St or Flinders St, and is seen in only a few 
cases elsewhere. The timetables appear to contain a 
much smaller number of errors than usual, but there 
are many instances, apart from Gippsland trains in 
Melbourne, where the public times differ from the 
working times, even though no mention of this 
appears in the working timetables. A note indicates 
that connections at Spencer St will be maintained if the 
interval between trains is at least 15 minutes — this is a 
welcome piece of information. 
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SUBURBAN TIMETABLE 
The main features of the new schedules are: 


* Commissioning of Clifton Hill/City Circle Loop, 
introduction of City Circle services and operation of 
Epping and Hurstbridge services through the under- 
ground. 


* Scheduling trains to stop at Parliament station, 
although the actual opening was deferred. 


* Introduction of 3-car Comeng working on Caulfield, 
Burnley and Clifton Hill groups of lines. 


* Extension of 3-car Silver working on Clifton Hill 
group. 

* Marginal allowances in schedules for major track 
relaying at Franklin St and North Melbourne. 


* Opening of Furlong station (since renamed Gin- 
nifer). 


The format of the timetable has not changed. With 
the introduction of three-letter codes for country sta- 
tions as well as metropolitan terminating points, coun- 
try train schedules no longer print ‘“‘To Albury’’ for 
example; instead in the section at the bottom of the 
page labelled ‘‘Forms/Destination”’ the code ‘‘ALY” 
appears. Although country trains could show what they 
form and are formed by at Spencer St, they don’t, most 
probably because all the moves were not finalised 
when the suburban timetable went for printing. 
However it is strange that Werribee local trains, which 
are shown in their entirety in the suburban timetable, 
also give no indication of what they form, or are 
formed by. 

Sandringham, St. Kilda and Port Melbourne time- 
tables have not changed. Services on the Burnley and 
Caulfield groups have changed little, the most signifi- 
cant alteration to most schedules being an extra minute 
for the Parliament stop, and an extra minute from 
Richmond to Flinders St for direct peak services. 


No previous article has explained the pattern of 
operation of trains on these lines since the opening of 
the underground, so a description will be given here; it 
is emphasized that most of what follows is not new. On 
both groups of lines, trains operate anticlockwise via 
the underground from 06 40 to 11 45 on Mon to Fri., 
clockwise from 11 45 to the last train on Mon. to Fri. 
and from 06 40 onwards on Saturdays there are no 
loop services before 06 40 or on Sundays. In the morn- 
ing peak the general rule is for long-distance express 
services to run via the underground, and shorter-dis- 
tance trains to run direct to Flinders St, although there 
are variations. On the Caulfield group the last ‘‘peak”’ 
direct trains are arrivals at Flinders St at 10 29 from 
Cheltenham and 10 35 from Oakleigh, after which all 
trains run via the loop, anticlockwise until 11 45, and 
clockwise after that until the first direct train of the 
evening peak, the 16 26 Oakleigh. The last direct train 
is the 18 02 Frankston, after which all trains use the 
loop until midnight. On the Burnley group the pattern 
is the same except that Up Alamein stopping trains 
continue to run direct to Flinders St until the 11 45 
changeover. The first afternoon Down direct train is 
the 15 37 Blackburn and the last the 18 49 Alamein. 
There are no special efforts made to have loop and 
direct trains connect at Richmond. The previous 
timetable had some O-minute intervals at Flinders St 
between the arrival and departure of the same train (in 
the same direction) but these have now been extended 
to one minute. Ordinary intervals at Flinders St in the 
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off-peak are now only 2 or 3 minutes for many trains. 
Since the introduction of underground services, trains 
on the Burnley group have run much better, as they 
are separated from other train movements, and make 
up a mini-system of their own. When the Northern 
Loop is opened, Frankston and Dandenong trains will 
get exclusive use of one of the viaduct tracks; however 
until then they have to share it with trains to and from 
western suburbs. Thus in the morning peak, trains 
arriving from Caulfield via the underground have to 
use platform 13 at Spencer St (and fit in with Up 
Broadmeadows and Williamstown trains), as the 
‘“‘Caulfield’’ viaduct is still being used as part of the 
double line to Upfield and St. Albans; when Down 
Caulfield trains run via the underground they have to 
fit between the Upfield and St. Albans trains on their 
way to Spencer St. As a result, the Caulfield Loop has 
fewer trains than the Burnley Loop in peak periods. 
Further, as Up Caulfield via Loop trains in the morn- 
ing arrive at Flinders St mixed with trains from 
Williamstown and Broadmeadows they may as well be 
used to form Down trains on these lines if convenient. 
Thus a number of Up Frankston trains which arrive 
Flinders St from the west reverse and go to Williams- 
town and Broadmeadows, a strange situation. 


Trains on the Clifton Hill group follow the same pat- 
tern in the underground — anticlockwise 06 40-12 15 
Mon. to Fri., otherwise clockwise, and not before 
06 40 or on Sunday. In the morning peak these are 
direct trains to Flinders St as well, the last being the 
09 11 arrival Macleod, and in the evening Down direct 
trains run between 15 52 and 17 36. During the day 
trains which formerly ran express between Flinders St 
and Clifton Hill now run express between Parliament 
and Clifton Hill, but in peak periods most of the 
express trains stop at Jolimont to provide connecting 
possibilities. 

The printed Working Time Tables show City Circle 
trains operating until midnight on Mon. to Sat. and on 
Sundays until 1900, but a last-minute circular can- 
celled the Sunday trains and cut out the other services 
after 19 30. From 05 40 to 12 15 on Mon. to Fri., City 
Circle trains run anticlockwise (three of the early ones 
are formed by arrivals from Epping or Hurstbridge 
reversing at Flinders St, which provides an unusual 
route from Jolimont to Parliament); at other times 
they run clockwise. The circular service is not run con- 
tinuously by one train. For most of the day Epping 
arrivals at Flinders St form an Epping departure after 3 
minutes, but Hurstbridges have time for a circular trip 
before forming the next Down Hurstbridge. The 24- 
minute interval on the Clifton Hill lines has been 
retained, so off-peak City Circle trains run about every 
24 minutes. Standing time at Flinders St for these is 5 
to 6 minutes; if they went any earlier they would arrive 
back when the platform was occupied by something 
else — circular operation brings its own set of timetable 
constraints. At the changeover time of 12 15 on Mon. 
to Fri. it is necessary to have two trains at Flinders St at 
once, so one of them must be shifted from plat. 14, 
and the arrival from Spencer St in plat. 14 has to 
reverse to form the first clockwise departure. Platform 
14 is used until 19 22 on Mon. to Fri.; at other times 
Clifton Hill trains use plats. 2 and 3. Platforms 15 and 
16 are used for the direct trains in the peak hour, and 
as there are fewer of these than before the standing 
time in the platform can be, and is, quite long in a 
number of cases. 
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Victoria sees the new XPT train. cemwacw 


The intense competition facing VicRail and the 
NSWSRA on the heavily travelled Melbourne-Sydney 
corridor has forced both rail systems to take a close 
look at its services and facilities. 

Of the three trains that travel this route, two provide 
an overnight service. The Southern Aurora, flagship of 
the fleet, with its exclusive sleeping accommodation is, 
unfortunately, a heavy financial burden and with many 
travellers looking for reliable but cheaper modes of 
transport the luxury of overnight sleeping berths is no 
longer in great demand. With a relatively short journey 
of about thirteen hours the trend is to book seats and 
pay less. 

With travelling patterns changing the main competi- 
tion is from airlines with ‘Apex’ and ‘standby’ fares. 
The sometimes unbelievable fares offered by road 
coach services is also helping to draw people away from 
the rails. The railways therefore have to come up with 
something better to entice people back to the rails. 

Some people argue that there are too many trains to 
Sydney anyway and that one overnight service could be 
withdrawn by simply combining the Spirit of Progress 
and the Southern Aurora into a smaller but more 
viable train. 

The Daylight, with its aging rollingstock is due for 
replacement. Fully refurbishing the train internally 
would not make good financial sense when this action 
would make little difference to its operational life. 

An entirely new approach needs to be adopted. One 
where hard marketing practice combined with a new 
service will attract passengers. At the same time fares 
and facilities must be made more attractive to the 
interstate traveller. 

There is no doubt that new services will cost money 
but as there has been practically no change to the route 
or services since the Southern Aurora was introduced 
over twenty years ago the time is ripe for a major 
shake-up. 

A hint of things to come was demonstrated to 
Victorians on Sunday, 28th November, 1982 when 
VicRail took the opportunity to run one of NSW’s XPT 
trains to Melbourne. The train forms the Riverina 
Express from Sydney and usually lays over at Albury 
on Sundays. 


The special train departed Albury at 08 00 for the 
three hour journey to Melbourne conveying special 
guests on a breakfast ride at speeds up to 130 km/h. 
Track conditions prevented the train from running at 
its maximum speed of 160 km/h, a speed it regularly 
attains in NSW. 

After arrival in Melbourne the train was open to 
inspection by the public until 13 45. The one class train 
features a power car at either end, each fitted with a 
2000 hp Paxman Valenta 12 cylinder diesel engine 
which enabled the train to set an Australian speed 
record of 183 km/h between Albury and Wagga on 6th 
September, 1981. 

The interior of the sitting cars provide a colourful 
decor with carpeting to window level. Automatic doors 
are provided for connection between cars. The seats 
are made of a coloured woollen fabric, they are of a 
fixed design, spaced about one metre apart. The seats 
have a slight adjustment which slides the seat base 
forward but do not recline or reverse direction. 
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The seven car airconditioned consist also incorpor- 
ates a buffet car which provides light snacks and drinks 
on a take-away basis. 

The bogies are air suspended and torsion bars are 
fitted to control car-roll on tight curves. 

Many people took the opportunity to look over the 
train during its short stay in Victoria and also enjoy the 
free return journey provided to Seymour in the after- 
noon. 

The journey to Seymour saw a full train leave 
Spencer St a few minutes after the scheduled time of 
14 00. Slow progress was made along the dual gauge 
trackwork to West Footscray, but from here the train 
soon picked up speed and the quietness and smooth- 
ness of the ride was soon apparent. 

The train was checked near Tullamarine loop by 
bridge work but after that it quickly returned to the 
maximum speed allowable. An unscheduled stop at 
Wallan loop averted what could have have been a near 
disaster. Action by the train controller stopped the train 
at the Down end of the loop after it was learnt that a 
motor vehicle had become bogged in the ballast 
between the broad and standard gauge lines. Passen- 
gers were informed over the public address system that 
runs the length of the train that an irresponsible person 
had driven up the broad gauge line, apparently in an 
attempt to obtain a better view ot the train. The car was 
several hundred metres from the nearest road crossing 
and a tow truck had to be called to rescue the vehicle. 
The train was delayed for over thirty minutes whilst 
the situation was examined and it was eventually able 
to squeeze past. 

The return trip was made without mishap and speed 
was generally kept close to the maximum. Level cross- 
ings along the way were crowded with spectators and 
photographers who had come out to see this new 
innovation in rail transport. 


It is difficult to appreciate the speed of the train from 
the inside as the comfortable and quiet ride leaves the 
passenger with no vivid impression of speed. However, 
with a time tabled 1 hour 10 minutes to Seymour it is 
obvious that a high average speed had to be main- 
tained. 


VicRail has done the right thing in introducing the 
potential passenger to the XPT train. However, it was a 
little disappointing to learn that regular workings of the 
train between Melbourne and Sydney could be up to 
two years away. Apparently Victorian track conditions 
need to be improved somewhat to efficiently handle 
the train at high speeds and reduce travelling time sig- 
nificantly between the two major capitals. The Victor- 
ian Government also has to ‘buy its share’ of XPT 
trains before regular workings can commence. 


Whilst riding the XPT train one could not help com- 
pare the comfort and clean lines of the train with 
Victoria’s new first class country N cars. Having exper- 
ienced both modes of travel I must admit however that 
the new N cars would rival the XPT train in terms of 
comfort and quietness. On the other hand, the XPT 
train has an excellent selling point in its high speed 
capabilities and hopefully in the near future the inter- 
State traveller will be able to enjoy the comfort, reliabil- 
ity and safety of rail travel with regular workings of the 
XPT train between Melbourne and Sydney. 
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SRA Locomotives in the Deep South 
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Opposite above: 42110 waits to cross a 
Down train as it idles away at Glenrowan 
loop, while hauling the 1300 Up goods ex 
Albury on Fri.7.5.82. This was the first 
occasion a 421 ran to Melbourne. (Neville 
Mann) 


Opposite below: 42109 passes through 
Sunshine loop with the 0525 Up Albury goods 
on Sun.6.6.82. (John Dare) 


Above: 42106 undergoing trials running No.2 
end leading for the first time in Victoria on 
Sun.30.5.82, waits to change guard at Sey- 
mour. (Neville Mann) 


Right: 42214 is as far south as it can go as it 


runs around the Southern Aurora at Spencer 
St on 15.11.81. (Ken Williams) 
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yg 42214 (above) hauls the Southern Aurora over the North Melbourne flyover, Sun.22.11.81, while 
422 S ON 42212 (below) arrives at Spencer St on the Spirit of Progress just in front of B68, Sat.23.10.82. 


(On the opposite page, top to bottom) 42201 at Kilmore East with the 0615 Up goods, 
Sat.7.8.82. GM35 waits at Somerton as 42207 approaches with the 1115 Down Albury goods, 

TH E R U N Sat.14.8.82. 42203 speeds through Broadford with the 1300 Down Albury goods, Sat.28.8.82. 
(All photos John Dare) 
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General News 


VicRail payroll hold up: A Broadmeadows train carry- 
ing a $300,000 railway payroll was delayed by armed 
men at the Ascot Vale station on Thurs.21.10. The 
06 28 train from the City was making its usual stop at 
Ascot Vale when a gunman walked up to the driver 
and held a gun on him to prevent the train from leav- 
ing. Meanwhile other members of the gang were hold- 
ing railway armed guards in the centre guard’s com- 
partment whilst they escaped with the heavy cash box. 
The cash box contained an unusually high amount of 
money as VicRail workers were receiving back pay for 
a retrospective pay increase. VicRail was criticised for 
using trains as a means of conveying large sums of 
money and for the inadequate security arrangements. 
It was later revealed that the train driver did not know 
that a payroll was on board. 


Station fire: The Ruthven station on the Epping line 
was damaged by fire on Sat.23 10. The fire was con- 
tained to the toilets and waiting room. VicRail esti- 
mated damage at $25,000. 


Less complaints: Melbourne’s train travellers are an 
increasingly happier bunch. Complaints lodged at 
VicRail’s Spencer St headquarters have fallen sharply. 
And there was big increases in Royal Melbourne 
Show train traffic. About 322,000 passenger journeys 
were made between Flinders St station and the 
Showgrounds during this year’s 10-day carnival. This 
was 40 per cent more than in 1981. The increased 
passenger traffic also produced a huge lift in show train 
revenue. Complaints about the suburban service dur- 
ing the first nine months of this year have fallen com- 
pared with the same period in 1981. VicRail records 
show 1629 grievances were officially registered, 212 
fewer than last year. About 30 percent of complaints 
relate to late trains and breakdowns. 


Concession fares availability reduced: Pensioners will 
no longer be able to get half fare travel concessions on 
public transport before 0900 because the Victorian 
Government wants to reduce passenger congestion in 
peak periods. The Minister for Transport, Mr Crabb, 
said that public transport costs increased substantially 
during peak periods and that a more efficient service 
could be provided by ‘“‘spreading the pressure to 
offpeak periods’’. Pensioners who needed to use public 
transport in peak times for essential business could buy 
tickets at concessional rates at the Tramways Board 
head office. Mr Crabb said that pensioners would be 
better off under the new system. 

He said that the tickets, which were previously 
available to unemployed people but not pensioners, 
would cost 30 cents and could be used to travel any dis- 
tance in the metropolitan area. A verbal declaration on 
medical or business appointments would be sufficient 
to qualify for the tickets. The acting secretary of the 
Combined Pensioners’ Association of Victoria, Mrs 
Ann Siddall, said that the move to prevent pensioners 
from getting their ordinary concessions before 09 00 
was retrogressive. She said that to her knowledge the 


Cente Pages: High speed SRA InterCity XPT train 
descends Jacana flyover during a whirlwind promot- 


ional tour to Melbourne on Sun.28.11.82. (John Dare) 
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Association had not been told or consulted about the 
move. 

Mr Crabb said that from 15th November 
unemployed people could obtain identity cards from 
tram depots or main railway stations which would enti- 
tle them to cheap travel. 


Southern Aurora dining crew uncooperative: A 
VicRail market research survey has suggested the din- 
ing crew on the Southern Aurora are not giving a good 
account of themselves and have embarrassed VicRail. 
The dining car, which is reported to be losing over 1 
million dollars per annum, does not give VicRail a 
good public image as it is claimed that crews are not 
responsive enough to passengers wishes. Whilst there 
were also many instances where staff were compli- 
mented as is usually the case in all passenger orientated 
markets it is the negative reports that are of most con- 
cern, these included: 

* The regimental approach to order-taking in the din- 

ing car and lack of flexibility in the menu. 


* The arbitrary breakdown of duties, with patrons 
being informed by food waiters that ‘‘if they want a 
drink with their evening meal they had better attract 
the attention of the drink waiter’’. 


* The harassment of passengers to consume food and 
leave their table up to 30 minutes before closing to 
allow staff to clean up. 


Radical changes to interstate services: On Fri.12.11, 
the sleeping car conductors employed by the NSWSRA 
were all handed letters thanking them for their services 
over the years. The letter contained the dreaded news 
that the sleeping cars will be withdrawn. No bookings 
for sleeping cars will be taken after Sun.14.11. Book- 
ings made previously will be honoured. The letter 
informed them that every effort will be made to find 
alternative employment. The letter went on to say that 
sleeping cars are totally uneconomic and cost the rail- 
ways about $75.00 for each berth. 

Subsequent to this information and at the time of 
going to print it was strongly rumoured that some com- 
promise had been reached at least as far as the sleeping 
accomodation was concerned on the Melbourne to 
Sydney services. It is believed that the two overnight 
trains will be amalgamated with limited sleeping cars, a 
lounge car, buffet car and about 4 or 5 sitting cars. This 
change is expected to come about in Feb.1983 and will 
mean the end of a tradition in railway services. The 
Spirit of Progress and the Southern Aurora, virtually the 
flagships of the interstate services will no longer be 
separate identities. One overnight train only will be 
run. It will be sad to see the end of the two separate 
trains that have served VicRail so well but the two rail- 
way systems were forced to face the reality of the situa- 
tion. The heavy financial burden of these two trains 
could no longer be justified or sustained. Something 
drastic had to be done. The competition from airlines 
and buses with their standby and apex fares was having 
a marked affect on patronage and trains were leaving 
with too many empty seats. With the introduction of 
the XPT train not too far in the future the rail 
passenger services to Sydney face a dramatic turnabout 
and one that promises to be the salvation of the two 
rail systems. 
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Also effected are catering staff as dining cars are to 
be taken off the Brisbane Ltd, Gold Coast Motorail and 
Southern Aurora. The withdrawal from the Brisbane 
and Gold Coast Motorail trains was to take effect from 
Sun.14.11. Refreshment services will be on a take- 
away basis from RDH cars, similar to VicRail’s mini- 
buffets. Hostesses are effected too by these cuts as 
their service will no longer be required. 

In an effort to trim rising costs the SRA also would 
like to see the end of the position of fireman and want 
to withdraw guard’s vans from freight trains. It wants 
to see the guard ride in the loco and perform the fire- 
man’s duties. Naturally drivers are not happy with this 
arrangement and it was reported that they were going 
to stage a ‘sit in’ and refuse to drive the train. In a 
further move against the cuts a petition condeming the 
proposal to remove sleeping cars and dining cars from 
trains was distributed on all express trains leaving 
Sydney on 12th November. Judging by the number of 
signatures and the number of passengers who 
remarked about the cuts whilst they had breakfast in 
the Southern Aurora’s dining car, no passenger is in 
favour of these far-reaching cuts. It is believed that a 
meeting was held in Melbourne on 16.11, to discuss 
the future of the overnight trains to Sydney. 

NSWSRA is becoming increasingly conscious of the 
spiralling rail deficit and it recently issued a letter to all 
employees to improve productivity, or else! An extract 
of the letter is repeated hereunder. It is possible that 
VicRail, equally concerned at the huge costs, may 
follow suit. 

By now, you will be well aware of the serious economic 
recession that is undermining business activity throughout 
Australia and affecting the welfare of employers and 
employees alike. 

With operating costs at an all time high, and revenue dec- 
lining at an alarming rate, the Authority cannot stand by 
and allow this situation to continue. Major initiatives must 
be taken immediately and they must be effective. 

The State Government has increased its financial con- 
tribution to railway operations but has reached the limit. 
Because of its own problems arising from the drought and 
the economic recession, the Government cannot be 
expected to raise further its contribution to railway 
finances. 

Between 1974 and 1978 losses under the Public Transport 
Commission more than doubled, jumping from $220 mil- 
lion to $450 million a year. The size of this increase caused 
serious concern to the Government and resulted in severe 
criticism of the railways within the community. 

The cost of running the railways is now rising much faster 
than our earnings. As Australian industries fall deeper into 
recession, there is less production and as a result, less 
freight being moved. It is affecting every major sector of 
our freight business — coal, cement, motor vehicles, iron 
and steel, manufactured goods, small freight and parcels. 

On top of that, NSW is most seriously affected by the 
drought. That means not only a reduction in the amount of 
wheat and other grains to be moved, but in many products 
normally required by farmers. 

The Authority has set objectives to: 

1. Reduce costs 
2. Cut down overheads 
3. Increase productivity 

We are seeking discussions with the New South Wales 
Labor Council and representatives of your unions to draw 
attention in detail to the difficult situation that has now 
been reached. We will be pointing out that our human and 
material resources must be used more efficiently and effec- 
tively. Their assistance will be sought to identify and 
introduce major initiatives and productivity improvements 
which will enable the Authority to be more cost efficient 
and competitive in its bid to regain lost business and elimi- 


DECEMBER 1982 


nate wasteful procedures, practices and expenditure. This 
will mean that traditional manning levels which are wasteful 
will need to be changed. 

In many outside industries, the solution to the present 
crisis has been to reduce staff. 

Employees of the State Rail Authority have been 
singularly fortunate in that they have so far been insulated 
from the disastrous consequences of the deepening reces- 
sion. There are, however, clear indications that this cannot 
continue and that, unless positive and immediate steps are 
taken, retrenchments are the only alternative. 

It is necessary to make a thorough examination of all 
operations of the Authority to see where savings can be 
made. This is underway and your co-operation is impera- 
tive. The future of the railways is the responsibility of 
management, unions and individual staff members and 
each will have to play a constructive role in steering us 
through the present difficult period. 

It would be irresponsible to believe that the railways can 
continue to be insulated from the effects of the economic 
recession, or that come what may, the Government will be 
| to continue to provide the money to finance mounting 
osses. 


RACV disagrees with State Transport plan: The 
Transport Minister, Mr Crabb, was ignoring people’s 
preference for cars by favoring public transport over 
spending on roads, the Royal Automobile Club of Vic- 
toria said recently. The motor vehicle would provide 
for most personal travel and freight movement in Vic- 
toria in the long term and a Ministry of Transport study 
supported this, said the RACV chief general manager, 
Mr Ern Drinkwater. 

The Melbourne Chamber of Commerce recently 
sought talks with Mr Crabb about part of the Govern- 
ment’s planned transport reorganisation. The plan to 
absorb Victorian ports authorities into the proposed 
State Transport Authority was compared by the cham- 
ber to Big Brother taking over. 

Mr Drinkwater said that public transport was not the 
complete answer, as Mr Crabb had implied. the report 
had stated that in 1978 in Melbourne 65 percent of per- 
sonal trips were by car while public transport was used 
for only 13 per cent of trips. Ninety-five per cent of all 
transport modes had been car-based, he said. More 
than half of the distance covered in Melbourne city 
travel had been by car. 


Emergency services stage loop line disaster: A staged 
rail disaster was carried out in the Clifton Hill loop tun- 
nel on Tues.19.10 to test emergency procedures. The 
scenario was that a train had been derailed on a curve 
in the tunnel and one carriage was on fire with people 
trapped inside. A special silver car was set aside for the 
exercise, ex Berwick accident 1017T. The test was 
branded a success by emergency and police units. Let 
us hope the real thing never eventuates. 


Government expects more transport revenue: The 
Victorian Government expects to collect almost $15 
million more this financial year in train, tram and bus 
fares than it did last year. A document on the Ministry 
of Transport’s budget and activities, released recently, 
shows that the expected revenue from metropolitan 
train fares in 1982-83 will be $63 million compared to 
$58 million last year. Revenue from country and 
interstate trips will rise from $23 million to $30 million. 
The document also indicates that the revenue from 
registration fees and petrol taxes is expected to 
increase by 15 per cent, from $192 million to $221 mil- 
lion. The document also shows that State Government 
grants and subsidies for public transport will rise from 
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$390 million to $454 million. The total transport 
budget is expected to rise from $1156 million to $1550 
million. 


State Budget reckless: Every Victorian family would 
have to subsidise public transport losses by about $500 
a year as a result of the State Budget, the former 
Opposition Leader, Mr Thompson, said recently. Mr 
Thompson told Parliament that the Government had 
shown irresponsible use of resources to raise public 
transport spending by $309 million to $1229 million. A 
survey had shown that only 10 per cent of Victorians 
used public transport, he said. Mr Thompson was 
replying to the Budget speech delivered by the 
Treasurer, Mr Jolly. He said the Government was 
allowing the railways deficit to grow from $230 million 
to $313 million. The tramways deficit would grow from 
$49 million to $60 million. The Budget was based on 
reckless financial management and had left the Cain 
Government’s credibility ‘‘in tatters’’. 


Supertrain tours: In order that readers may be kept up 

to date with special trains that are operated by 

Supertrain Promotions the following is a summary of 

some interesting tours: 

Sat.30.10.82: Saw 50 passengers calling themselves 
“The Melbourne Cup Syndicate’ board at Footscray 
for Warragul. This was a lengthy run as the train 
departs Spencer St at 6.40 pm for Sunshine for the 
‘“‘run around”? for passenger pickup at Footscray at 
7.20 and arrival at Warragul at 9.10 departing 10.35 
arriving at Footscray 12.17 and onto Sunshine for 
the ‘‘run around”’ and finally back to Spencer St at 
12.55 am. The consist was Dance Van CV1 with 2 
AWs and CV7. 

Mon1.11.82: Cup Eve saw a special run to raise money 
for Multiple Sclerosis. Departing Caulfield at 7.35 
pm with a pick up at Oakleigh and arriving at War- 
ragul at 9.00 for a 10.25 departure returning to Oak- 
leigh at 11.38 and Caulfield at 11.59 pm with a fairly 
standard consist of 11BCPL, 3AW, CW. 

Fri.5.11.82: This was an unusual run from Ringwood 
to Gisborne for the Vermont Football Club for the 
second year running. Departing Ringwood at 7.30 
after a 40 minute sit for loading and passenger pick 
up at Mitcham and arriving at Gisborne at 9.20, 
departing 10.50 and returning to Mitcham at 12.15 
and Ringwood at 12.25 am. The consist was 
11BCPL, 3AW, CW. 

Fri.12.11.82: Was almost a collector’s item!! A consist 
of IIBCPL, 3 AW, CVI and CW. Departing 
Spencer St at 7.02 after loading equipment, it picked 
up passengers at Werribee at 7.45 heading back it 
picked up again at Laverton and headed for 
Gisborne via Newport, Sunshine, Albion to arrive at 
Gisborne at 9.20, departing at 10.50 returning via 
Spencer St to Laverton and Werribee at 12.10 then 
returning to Spencer St by 12.50 am. This trip was 
run for Glen Orden Sports Club and Altona Squash 
Club. 


St Kilda and Port lines still under threat?: South 
Melbourne Council has dug its heels in over mooted 
changes to the area’s fixed rail network, and called on 
the State Government to retain and upgrade existing 
train and tram services. The call has been issued in 
response to a report submitted to the latest meeting of 
the St Kilda, South Melbourne and Port Melbourne 
Public Transport Study Group. The report details a 
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series of options to existing tram and train services, 
and set out a number of alternative light rail routes 
through the three municipalities, as well as changes to 
current tram routes. 

The three options mooted all include replacement 
of the St Kilda train service by a light rail route travell- 
ing along Clarendon St and by slightly different routes 
through South Melbourne to St Kilda, terminating at 
the intersection of Carlisle St and St Kilda Rd. The first 
option would terminate the South Melbourne and St 
Kilda Beach tram route near the intersection Albert 
and Canterbury Rds. The second option would build a 
connection between the South Melbourne and St Kilda 
tram routes along Danks St between Victoria and Mills 
Sts. With the third option there would be no alteration 
to existing tram services. 

For Port Melbourne two light rail alternatives have 
been proposed, both replacing the existing train ser- 
vice. The first would travel via Clarendon St and the 
rail reservation Graham St, the second would follow 
the same route and then extend via the rail reservation 
and Howe Pde to Garden City. For Port Melbourne the 
Garden City option would be more costly, but would 
reach more people. The question of freight services on 
the Port Melbourne train line has not yet been con- 
sidered by the Public Transport Committee. However, 
it has been mentioned in a previous report that keeping 
the line open for freight would eventually mean a 
$20m outlay to rebuild the Yarra River Bridge. 


Special to Lilydale: The annual VicRail First Aid com- 
petitions were again held at Mt Evelyn. As usual a 
special train was run to Lilydale and return. On 
Thurs.14.10 loco X36 (radio equipped) ran the special 
with Norman car, and cars, 35AW, 31AW, 30AW, 
13AW, 32AW with van CEI1. (FM) 


Weedex to Glen Waverley: On Wed.8.9, the Weedex 
train ran to Glen Waverley and Sandringham. The con- 
sist was loco, 1ZL, spray brakevan, 2 WA poison 
tankers and 1ZL van. No light loco was required at 
Glen Waverley because a run around loop was pro- 
vided there in August 1981. (PJ) 


Healesville line: Although the line is closed it still 
appears quite often in newspaper articles and several 
groups are still keen to see it reopen. The railmotor ser- 
vice ended on 9.12.80, the station remained open for a 
short time longer, until 15.3.81, and continued to sell 
tickets on the replacement bus services. Buses no 
longer call at the station and the parcels and main 
office are now in the main street. The following 
account of the lines history represents interesting read- 
ing. 

The disused Healesville Railway Station was recently 
added to Victoria’s Register of Government Buildings. The 
charming old station, and the line generally, have long been 
the subject of controversy. 

As far back as 1888 the Age reported a ‘‘meeting of semi- 
indignation’’ held because the opening of the line was 
delayed. The line’s one tunnel, which repeatedly collapsed 
when the shoring was taken away, caused the delay. A tem- 
porary station was built on the Melbourne side of the 
incomplete tunnel and the first trains ran on 2nd October, 
1888. 

Another interesting aspect of the Healesville line was its 
route. Originally it was planned to follow the highway, but 
landowners with influence managed to convince the 
government of the day that it wouldn’t be too much more 
expensive to deviate through Yarra Glen. 

In fact their figures were seriously wrong. They estimated 
earthworks on the alternative route would cost about £14,0- 
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00. The actual cost was about £62,000. The tunnel was 
opened — after a French engineering firm was brought in to 
make the tunnel safe — and the permanent Healesville sta- 
tion was first used on Ist March, 1889. 

Political strife continued to plague the line. About 1930, a 
public meeting to save the line was attended by about 500 
concerned people The last time Healesville station was bus- 
tling with passengers was 4th December, 1980. It now lies 
derelict. (ARP) 


Epping to become major stabling point?: Part of the 
train marshalling yards at Jolimont might soon be 
transferred to Epping, VicRail said recently. The 
transfer could involve the establishment of mainte- 
nance and cleaning facilities for rollingstock, with 24- 
hour staff. 

Under discussion at present was a yard involving sid- 
ings for nine seven-carriage trains. At varying times, 
three of these would be in commission, three would be 
under maintenance, and three would be on standby for 
peak hour use. Altogether, about five suburban ter- 
minals would be chosen for the Jolimont decentralisa- 
tion scheme, the biggest project of its kind undertaken 
by VicRail for many years. 

Epping, 21.5 km from Princes Bridge, would be 
ideally situated as one of the five points. The scheme 


Where is it? 


Somebody had left the nameboard after removing 
the cast iron letters from this remote station building, 
situated at the terminus of one of the VicRail Board’s 
lines. It looks like the rails have been removed, but 
such is not the case, for this structure serves as the 
goods shed, on the goods platform, and has been 


would enable much of the existing Jolimont yards to be 
used for ‘‘other purposes’’, and would eliminate a lot 
of congestion and signalling complication in the inner 
suburban areas. 


It would also be the means of upgrading the stations 
at the five terminal points and of cutting down on van- 
dalism by the employment of ‘‘round the clock”’ main- 
tenance and cleaning staff. If the proposal went on and 
Epping was chosen as one of the five points, it would 
probably be equipped with shower-and-jet carriage- 
washing systems and maintenance worker facilites. 


New fares: As from 15th November, the State 
Government introduced a new fare structure to all 
transport services in the Caulfield, Moorabbin and 
Sandringham area. The reduced fare of 60 cents during 
peak hour travel allows the purchaser to travel on any 
transport mode in the area for 2 hours. The ticket enti- 
tles the holder to change from bus, train or tram to 
complete his journey. Provided the return journey is 
completed within 2 hours the same ticket is valid for 
the return journey as well. A reduction to 50 cents is 
made for journeys undertaken during the off peak 
times between 9 am and 3 pm. 


photographed from the roadway side. When inspected, 
on 30.9.79, the old passenger platform had been very 
recently bulldozed away from the running lines. 
An inspection at other points on the line, including 
Yabba North and Yabba South, revealed a similar 
situation. 


Traffic 


WARRNAMBOOL LINE & BRANCHES 


Pass. workings: Passenger services on the Warrnam- 

bool line are worked by some interesting loco combina- 

tions as the following sightings reveal. 

Sat.16.10: 09 25 Down, S307 VJ P Fawkner), X52 with 
N set. 

Tues.2.11: 12.55 Down, S313 (Alfred Deakin), B83 
with N set. (CRF) 


Improved track maintenance: The Birregurra - War- 
rnambool section is soon to receive cyclic maintenance. 
A camp is being established at Camperdown to house 
the workforce. The turntable road has been removed 
and earthworks carried out in the former turntable area 
to permit the buildings to be constructed. On 
Thurs.28.10 workmen were installing sewerage lines to 
the building site. The Geelong - Birregurra section 
received cyclic maintenance some years ago, but the 
work was not continued beyond Birregurra due to the 
possible removal of passenger trains between Geelong 
and Warrnambool. (WDSRS) 


Timboon goods: Goods trains have been running once 
per week on the Timboon line for several months. 
Thursday is the usual running day and recently the 
“train has been run by a Geelong crew. The crew arrive 
at Camperdown on No.8225 pass. (now No.8221 pass.) 
and run the goods with a Y class which is already at 
Camperdown. The Y class is detached at Camperdown 
and returns to Geelong light engine, departing Cam- 
perdown at about 4.40 pm. (WDSRS) 


Time changes: As previously mentioned new country 

timetables came in to operation on Sun.31.10.82. 

Many suburban timetables were also altered at the 

same time. The main changes to the Warrnambool line 

are listed below: 

1. No.8236 arrives Spencer St 5 minutes earlier at 
10.00 am. 

2. No.8256 departs Warrnambool at 12.40 pm (pre- 
viously 1.25 pm), crosses No.8235 at Winchelsea 
(previously Colac) and arrives Spencer St 4.00 pm 
(previously 5.08 pm). 

3. No.8286 departs Warrnambool 10 minutes later and 
arrives Spencer St 9.10 pm. 

4. No.8225 has become No.8221 and departs Spencer 
St 8.35 am (previously 9.25 am). Warrnambool 
arrival is now 12 noon (previously 12.55 pm). 

5. No.8273 has been renumbered No.8265 and arrives 
at Warrnambool at 9.50 pm (5 minutes earlier than 
previously). 

6. No.8271 has been renumbered No.8265 and arrives 
Warrnambool at 10.10 pm (5 minutes earlier than 
previously). 

The next alteration to Warrnambool line times is 
likely to be when on-board catering facilities are 
introduced on all Warrnambool trains. The new BRN 
cars have made a few appearances at Warrnambool, 
but regular operation does not seem to have com- 
menced. (WDSRS) 


DR’s for sale: The VicRail residences at Camperdown 
and Colac have been advertised locally for sale. There 
are 4 houses at Colac and 1 at Camperdown. (WDSRS) 
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SERVICETON LINE & BRANCHES 


Grampians wildflowers specials: Special trains were 
run to Stawell on consecutive Sundays in October. On 
each occasion 5 buses transported passengers to Hall’s 
Gap to view the wildflowers in bloom. On Sun.3.10 the 
loco was X41 with consist, 31BE (aircon.) 4BZ, 1MRS, 
SAZ, 24CE. On 10.10 the loco was X32 with the same 
consist. The ordinary Sunday train with 2 N sets ran 
also. Locos were X52, B64, on 3.10 and B82, B81 on 
10.10. (PM) 


N sets on Dimboola pass.: Though there has been 
some departure from the usual routine, the Up and 
Down Dimboola pass. now usually consists of N sets 
plus a VLPY van. The former consist was normally, 2 
aircon. cars and 2 wooden cars, van, and VLPY. The 
first set seen was on Sat.16.10. The Mon.18.10 Down 
train and the Tues.19.10 Up train saw an X class with 
38BW, 78BW, 37BW, 19CE, 13AN, 14BN, 15BCN 
and VLPY van. Mixed sets ran most of that week but 
the Down on Tues.19.10 was noted as an N set hauled 
by S302. On Thurs.28.10 the N set was hauled by B79. 
B class locos have been a rare sight on this train. On 
Sat.23.10 a mixed red and blue consist was by X43, 
X50, X53 and S302. Four locos for five vehicles (PM) 


VicRail’s special: The Board’s tour train was noted at 
Stawell on the Up at 08 00 on Wed.20.10. The train, 
T406, Goulburn, \VAM, Norman, was stabled in the 
little used, certainly by passenger trains, fertiliser/ 
briquette siding. (PM) 


Multi-cross: At 09 35 on Fri.15.10 four ‘trains’ were 
noted at Stawell. T384 was on a Down ballast, S308 on 
a short Down Jet, C505 ran through on a Up Jet, plus 
two track machines waiting to go on. All trains were 
gone within an hour. (PM 


Stations for sale: The disused stations at Armstrong 
and Wal Wal are up for sale. The stations are over 100 
years old and are no longer required for VicRail opera- 
tions. Tenders for purchase and removal of the build- 
ings were publicised in local newspapers and closed on 
27.10. The successful tender will be required to clean 
the area after removal. 


Horsham refresh. closes: The small licensed refresh- 
ment rooms at Horsham were due to close for the last 
time on Sat.30.10. The bar is frequented by railway 
employees and local townspeople and has become 
known locally as ‘“The Railway”’ bar. The bar was due 
to close some months ago but a petition signed by local 
people meant a reprieve until the end of October. 


BENDIGO LINE & BRANCHES 


Railways at Echuca in film: Crawford Productions 
are busily engaged in producing a feature film at 
Echuca titled, A// the Rivers Run. The story is set in the 
1890s and the railways play a leading role in the film. 
The company has been busy painting out the graffiti on 
the Murray River bridge. Apparently graffiti artists 
were not around in the era the film is set! On 
Mon.11.10 segments were filmed at the Echuca station 
with several horse drawn vehicles at the station. Rail 
wagons 448ZL and 1422U, belonging to the Port of 
Echuca were used at the platform. An assortment of 
empty beer barrels and packages typical of the 1890 
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The film crew prepares to shoot another scene for “All the Rivers Run” at Echuca station, 
Mon.11.10.82. (Geoff Waters) 


period were placed on the platform. A special, ‘old 
style’ station nameboard was constructed for the sta- 
tion. Crawford’s have a team of painters and other 
workers who ‘restyle’ buildings into the 1890s. Part of 
the railway station was treated in this manner. Other 
areas were covered with specially constructed fake 
structures. 


VicRail wants more workers: The employment situa- 
tion at the Bendigo Workshops appears to be improv- 
ing. A good omen for local employment. VicRail 
featured advertisements in the local press for electrical 
and mechanical fitters. The work was said to include 
maintenance of all types of carriages and locomotives 
including modification work as required. 


More trains needed: People of Kangaroo Flat want to 
see more trains stop at the local station. The Marong 
Shire Council intends to approach the Minister of 
Transport over the matter. The council claims that 
local people are being forced to incur extra expenses in 
travelling to Bendigo to board the train. The Council 
points out that the area is growing rapidly and it 
deserves a better deal. 


Melbourne Cup fever hits Bendigo: While Melbour- 
nites spent Melbourne Cup Day in a relaxing 
atmosphere, a group in Bendigo also decided to do 
something different. This year a group from the White 
Hills Baptist Church chartered a special train to take 
friends and families from Bendigo to Castlemaine and 
back. About 250 people enjoyed the train ride and 
spent several hours picnicing at Castlemaine. (FS) 


Noon pass. ex Bendigo: On Sat.16.10 the Up noon 
Bendigo pass. left from platform 2 instead of the usual 
platform 1. The train was hauled by B61. The reason 
for the change was that the ‘‘Swan Hill Spirit’’ excur- 
sion train was still in platform 1 as a loco failure at 
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Sunshine had delayed the train. This train left at about 
noon hauled by T382. 


Special excursion to Echuca: The usual annual ‘‘Rich 
River Special’? train was run by VicRail from 
Melbourne to Echuca and return on Sun.17.10. The 
train hauled by X42 with, 8BS, 4BZ, IMRS, 5AZ and 
18CE arrived at Echuca at 12.45 pm. The train was 
thoroughly cleaned by two crew members in the 
layover at Echcua. (FS) 


Leaking rail tanker scare: A leaking rail tanker of 
petrol caused the main line into Echuca to be closed for 
over an hour on Tues.2.11. Rail workers at Echuca 
noticed the leaking Caltex rail tanker shortly after it 
was placed at a private siding. The 44,000 litre tanker 
was spilling petrol onto the ground and it was feared 
that with the dry and hot conditions that a minor spark 
could have set the tanker ablaze. The local fire brigade 
attended and after about an hour the tanker was 
carefully drained of petrol. (FS) 


Echuca events: 

Sat.16.10: Y109 stabled at Echuca. Long line of GYs 
stored on the Cohuna line at Elmore. 

At Goornong GH796 and other GHs in high 700s 
stored. Also a few off register vehicles as well. 

Mon.18.10: Y109, Y163, Y164 in yard at 16 45. Loco 
Y121 with 2 containers, 37 GHs and JCP van arrived 
on Up goods. Y109, Y163, Y121 then departed on a 
Up goods to Bendigo. 

Tues.19.10: T class and Y164 in yard at 16 00. 
Y101, 4 VOWAs, 17 containers, 16 GHs and ZLP 
van arrived as an Up goods at 17 00. 

T347, Y164, Y163 left on a Up goods at 17 15. 
ws. 20.10: Locos, Y101, Y163, Y164, T347 in yard at 
25. 
Y135 arrived on a Up goods at 17 15 with GHs and 
containers. 
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Fri.22.10: Y135, Y163, Y101, T341 in yard at 17 00. 

Mon.25.10: Y163 in yard at 1725. Y101 and Y164 
arrived with Down goods at 18 05. 

Tues.26.10: Y163, Y161, Y165 on Up goods. 52RT as 
pilot. 

Wed.27.10: T382 in yard at 12 30. Locos Y161, Y163, 
Y164 with 1VOCX, 1B, 1VTQY, 3VOWA, 3VOBX, 
6 Gs, 29 containers and 24 GHs with CA van left as 
an Up goods at 16 43. 

Fri.29.10: Y161, Y164 in yard at 1615. GYs being 
loaded at the silo. Up goods, hauled by Y163 left at 
16 20. 

T323, Y163, Y161 on Up goods. Y164, Y165 stabled 
at 1800. 

Wed.3.11: Y class with 37 GHs arrived as an Up goods 
at 1730. At 1705 Y164 arrived with an Up goods 
consisting of 26 GHs, 14 containers and a ZF van. 

Thurs.4.11: T397, T365, Y164 on an Up goods at 
17 30. 

Fri.5.11: Y164 pilot duties at 05 40. Harrison’s bus to 
Murchison East left with 6 passengers and relief rail- 
way crew. Tongala reached at 06 09, T382 on Down 
goods, crew change with train and 2 passengers on. 
Kyabram at 06 25, 3 passengers off, 2 on. Merrigum 
at 0639, Tatura 0656, 1 passenger on. Arrived 
Murchison East at 0720. Loco B60 on Up 
Numurkah pass. (FS) 


The 13 45 Down Bendigo pass.: Fri.5.11, loco X37 
was in charge of the 13 45 pass. to Bendigo. The air- 
conditioning unit on car 2AZ clattered along loudly but 
failed to condition any air. The conductor relocated 
some of the older passengers in the economy car which 
had better airconditioning. At Bendigo, numerous 
‘“‘experts”’ inspected the non-working unit without suc- 
cess. The car however remained in the consist with 
passengers being warned of the malfunctioning unit. 
The train included a stripped down Taggerty. Whilst 
the airconditioning was going well there was not a seat 
for a weary first class traveller to revive. Also no nice 
lass with sweets, etc. going through the train bringing 
refreshments to all as there used to be. Even in the 
darkest day of the last war it was not even considered 
that a seatless Taggerty would speed the flow of 
customers. In the ‘‘old days’’ one could wait patiently 
behind each chair for the occupant to finish his meal. 
The decline of civilised eating on the ‘main line’ is, in 
my opinion, dreadful to behold. However, one must 
give credit where it is due, the standard of service 
ye by conductors has never been better. Keep it up! 
FS 


ALBURY LINE & BRANCHES 


Passenger consists of North Eastern trains: 

S309-4BE-2BZ-2MBS-6AZ-15CE on 8321 pass., 
Tues.3.8. 

X33-4BE-7BZ-2MBS-6AZ-19CE on 8305/8318/8331 
pass., Fri.13.8. 

X36-19CE-6AZ-2MBS-7BZ-4BE on 8318 pass., 
Fri.16.8. 

X36-VLPYs 149-136-114-4BCE-1 AS- Taggerty-1BG- 
16BE on 8334 pass., Wed.25.8. 

B80-50BE-3BZ-3MBS-6AZ-19CE-VLPY140 on 8305 
pass., Sat.28.8. 

X36-VLPY-21ACN-20BRN-19BN 
pass., Sat.25.9. 


308 


on 8305/8332 


B60-56BES-4BE-2MBS-3AZ-19CE-VLPY121 on 8305 
pass., Sat.2.10. 

X40-16BE-1BG- Taggerty-1 AS-SBCE-VLPY136 on 
8305 pass., Sat.9.10, (car order, D-C-A-B). 

X37-15BE-3BZ-1MBS-7AZ-31CE-VLPY144 on 8305 
pass., Sat.16.10. 

X42-3.8BW-78BW-37A W-19BN-20BRN-21ACN- 
VLPY144 on 8305 pass., Mon.25.10. 

B-34MT-8AW-11CE on 8313 DRC and Trailer to 
Seymour, Fri.8.10. (DMG) 


Weedex at Wangaratta: Stabled on No.5 extension, 
from 11.8.82-16.8.82 inclusive was Weedex consist 
518ZL-2WZ-1WA-WA2-WA3-WAS5-4WA-HD247- 
VLCX529-1HW-586ZL. The consist had gone from 
Wangaratta by 11.00 am on 17.8 but was noted on 
No.3 road at Wangaratta during the afternoon of 
Wed.18.8. (DMG) 


H class observations, North-East district: 

On Tues.3.8.82: 9324 Wodonga - Paisley block oil train 
noted passing through Wangaratta at 18 25, hauled 
by Hl. 

On Fri.8.10.82: 9324 hauled by H4-T346, consist 
VFFX3-8/VTQA-15/VTQY-VOWA209-45ZF 
26=52 arr. Benalla app. 17 30. 

On Wed.13.10.82: H4 was noted shut down at 
Wodonga loco. 

On Tues.26.10.82: 9324 hauled by T391-H3 consist 
VOCX183-6/VTQA-16/VTQY-1/VTQX-VFFX8- 
ZF noted passing through Wangaratta at 18 47. 
(DMG) 


Observations: The following sightings were recorded 

around the Broadmeadows area: 

Sat.9.10: The Down Daylight was observed with GM33 
at the head, and the consist included Railways of 
Australia power van HGM904. On the same day 
NSW loco 42219 powered the Southern Aurora. 

Sun.10.10: Locos B75, X47, X41 was on the Down 
combined Albury/Numurkah train which was com- 
posed of one N set and five wooden cars. This train 
has been of a similar make up on subsequent Sun- 
days, with the exception that locos have been a 
orange B class and X class. 

On the same day X44 was seen on the Up Spirit of 
Progress and T411 and T410 were seen on Up s.g. 
freight. 

Sun.24.10: S class No.315 was seen on the s.g. 

Fri.29.10: NSW loco 42212 and T411 noted at about 
06 40 with an Up s.g. freight (GF) 


Mpyrtleford report: 

Thurs.30.9: A goods train ran to Myrtleford and then 
to Bright and return. The Down working arrived at 
Myrtleford with T353, VLEY, VLCX, VBAX, 
VLEY, 2VCLX, 6GY, CES, and ZLP32. It left for 
Bright with 6GY, CES and ZLP32 and returned with 
only ZLP32. The train left Myrtleford with 4VLCX, 
VBAX, VLCX, VLEY, VBBX, VLCX, VBAX, 
ZLP32. Van CES was another vehicle for the Bright 
Museum. 

Fri.1.10: A goods train ran to Myrtleford and Ovens 
and return hauled by T374. It left Myrtleford on the 
return journey with 3VLEY, 2VBAY, 2VLCX, 
VLEY and ZF3. 

Mon.4.10: A small goods with 8 GYs ran to Myrtleford 
and return hauled by T391. On its return trip it con- 
veyed GY, 2VLCX, 2GY, VLEY, VBAX, VLCX, 
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VLEY, ZLP58. This was the final clearance of 
tobacco for the 1982 season. 

Tues.5.10: A small goods hauled by: Y169 ran to 
Mpyrtleford and return. 

Tues.12.10: Goods ran to Myrtleford and then to 
Bright. The train composed of GY wagons was 
hauled by 1346. It had 28 GYs when it left 
Mpyrtleford. 

Thurs.14.10: Loco T334 ran a small goods to 
Myrtleford and return Wed.20.10: Loco Y137 ran a 
small goods to Myrtleford and return. (IM) 


Rail land as bike track: Rail land at Tungamah is to 
be leased to a local group at the rate of $2.00 per 
annum for use as a BMX track. (FS) 


Special to Wangaratta: On Sat.9.10.82, Trinity 
Theological College ran a fund raising special to 
Wangaratta. The train was formed by two commuter 
sets giving a consist of 82BW, 73BPL, 30BCPL, 33BW, 
75BPL, 65BPL and 32BCPL, hauled by T374. Depar- 
ture from Spencer St was at 8.11 am and despite fairly 
slow progress up the grades, the special had no trouble 
keeping to the generous timetable, arriving at Seymour 
at 9.41 am (2 mins. early). An express run to 
Wangaratta resulted in an arrival at 11.31 am (3 min. 
early), where, assisted by the Wangaratta band, the 
300 plus passengers proceeded to a nearby cathedral 
for a service followed by lunch on the lawns. T374 was 
placed at the Up end of the train but was discovered to 
have ‘‘blown oil” over the leading end of 82BW on the 
Down journey. X37 was attached to the front of the T 
which had been shut down and the train departed at 
2.51 pm (6 min. late). Despite a 2 min. unscheduled 
stop at Benalla, Seymour was reached at 4.33 pm (2 
min. early) where the passengers moved to a nearby 
church for another service followed by an evening 
meal. Departure from Seymour was at 6.10 pm (on 
time) and arrival at Spencer St was at 7.35 pm (1 min. 
early). (RJC, DMG) 


Seymour report: Up Albury and Shepparton trains 
now regularly operate via plat. 2, the back platform. 
Until a couple of months ago normal practice was to 
use plat. 1 unless a Down train was about, but this 
often led to last minute platform switches, inconve- 
nient for staff and passengers. The use of the back plat- 
form also enables Up trains to be given a clear distant 
signal at B Box, and they avoid the 15 kmh speed 
restriction over the Anzac Ave bridge and therefore 
get away to Melbourne much faster. 

In October, DRC41 was the only 600 railcar availa- 
ble for the afternoon Shepparton service, and it was 
out of service for some days. In its absence the usual 
DERM operated on the 1915 Down and 05 40 Up 
local trains, and the Shepparton was a bus. However 
for about two weeks substitute passenger trains ran to 
Shepparton; the usual load was a set of CW-AE-BW- 
BW with a T class, although some trips had a B; one 
afternoon the train was T-MT-AW-CE. The 17 30 
Down and 06 30 Up local trains continued to be run by 
a T class and two trailers. 

The timetable up to the end of October used one 600 
on Saturdays, supposedly running two Seymour trips. 
However in practice the 600 usually ran the 12 45 
Kyneton (scheduled DERM and trailer) and a DERM 
ran the 12 50 Seymour. The new timetable from 6.11 
required two 600s on Saturday, one on two Kyneton 
trips and one on Seymour locals before they ran 
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coupled on the 18 35 Down Seymour. With only one 
car available it ran on the Kyneton roster. 

Just about every possible combination of cars 
appeared on the Albury trains. As well as the 
scheduled consist of CE-AZ-MBS-BZ-BEa/c there 
were sets where the end BE was non-airconditioned 
(an ‘‘old’’ Albury set), where the BZ was also replaced 
by a BE, spare set SP1 with AS and Taggerty with or 
a the BG; one day a set of CE-AZ-BZ-MT oper- 
ated. 

In the last week of October trackwork on the 
Goulburn Valley line resulted in the replacement of 
the morning Down and midday Up trains by buses bet- 
ween Seymour and Shepparton. The set arriving at 
Seymour from Melbourne at 10 24 would use plat. 1, 
then shunt to plat. 2 for its departure, as the delay con- 
necting with the bus was usually sufficient for the 
13 36 to Melbourne to cross the 13 50 arrival (Down 
Albury) at Seymour. (SRMcL) 


Personal train information: The train information 
broadcast by radio 3SR Shepparton has taken on a 
more personal note as an example heard at 06 30 on 
8.11 will show. The announcer said, ‘‘This morning, 
driver Norm with guard Phil are coming from 
Numurkah. Taking over in Shepparton will be driver 
Pat and guard Peter. It’s a B75 locomotive and depart- 
ing Numurkah right on time. The Albury/Wodonga 
train is on time with driver Johnson at the controls of 
the S302 class locomotive. Taking over in Benalla will 
be driver Smith. The train is right on time out of Alb- 
ury. The Spirit of Progress is 22 minutes late this morn- 
ing and is scheduled to now depart Wangaratta at 12 
minutes past 7 and Benalla at 17 minutes to 8’. (FS) 


Norman car on Albury train: On Thurs.11.11, Nor- 
man car was attached to the 07 55 Down Albury train. 
The load ex Spencer St was X41, Norman, 60BES, 
2BZ, 3MBS, 4AZ, 36CE. The Norman car and 60BES 
were both worked empty. A Down freight was crossed 
at Benalla hauled by S305 with a 4 minute early arrival 
at Albury at 11.41 am. On the return journey the train 
left at 12.35 pm just as the Daylight was arriving. The 
same freight hauled by S305 was crossed at Bar- 
nawartha. The Down Albury pass. was crossed at 
Violet Town hauled by X38. The special party for the 
Norman car joined at Benalla. A stop was made at 
Craigieburn to let off a party of school children who 
had occupied 60BES from Albury. Arrival at Spencer 
St was at 16 35, 15 late. (GS) 


If YOU are interested in Railways 
why not join the 
AUSTRALIAN RAILWAY 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY 


Victorian Division 
Write to the 


MEMBERSHIP OFFICER, 
BOX 5177AA, G.P.P. MELBOURNE 
VICTORIA 3001 
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Rollingstock 


GENERAL 


More Comeng trains: The Government recently 
announced that it was to extend the existing Comeng 
train contract to acquire 45 more sets. This decision 
will certainly mean the end of the Tait train by 1984. 
However in a further development the Government 
has decided not to proceed with the refurbishing of the 
Harris trains. Instead the Harris trains, like the Taits, 
will face the scrap heap. Apparently the cost of refur- 
bishing the Harris cars was not far removed from the 
cost of brand new equipment with a more effective 
working life. Some of the Harris cars will be saved to 
become commuter cars for the outer passenger ser- 
vices, such as Kyneton, Seymour and Bacchus Marsh. 


C classes in SA: On Fri.24.9, Alco unit 942 leading 
C505 with a goods train passed through Mt Lofty at 
18 30 on its way to Tailem Bend. The Victor Harbour 
Bluebird railcar, 259, followed it. On Sat.9.10, C505 
hauling a goods train was sighted at Mt Lofty at 07 45 
on its way to Mile End. On the same day C509 was 
seen at Belair heading to Mile End. On Wed.27.10, 
C506 and 501 were seen stabled at Mile End. C506 left 
for Melbourne at 11.45 am with No.487 Down Jet. 
This train conveys empty steel wagons and scheduled 
loading to Victoria. C501 later left with Alco 966 with 
the Down 847 Jet following close behind the Overland. 
(BMW/GRG) 


X classes in SA: On Wed.27.10, the Overland arrived 
in Adelaide behind X48 and X49. MileEnd loco denot 
was a colourful sight with the two X class units lined up 
with Alcos and English Electric units. The X classes 
returned to Melbourne that night with the 19 10 Over- 
land and lost no time in running through the Adelaide 
Hills. Both locos are equipped with radios as the now 
familiar radio signs indicate. Further reports of X 
classes running direct into Adelaide state that the 
following units were observed at Mile End after haul- 
ing the Overland. In each case that locos returned to 
Victoria on the Overland that same night. Mon.18.10, 
X51 and 52, Tues.19.10, X50 and 53, Wed.20.10, X51 
and 52. On Thurs.21.10, X5@ and 53 ran to Tailem 
Bend for crew training but returned with the Overland 
that day after AN units ran the train to Tailem Bend. 
(GRG) 


NSW units: On Wed.13.10.82, 8661 Jntercapital 
Daylight was hauled by 42219, and 8652 ICD on 
13.10.82 also hauled by 42219. On 24.10.82 at 13.10, 
C504-T410 on Up goods 25=50 (van NVIF31689), 
crossed Down bona 42212-S301 and van NVMF11559 
at Wallan s.g. loop. 42212 was noted hauling an Up 
goods through Seymour at approx. 19 00. S301, hauled 
8661 Intercapital Daylight on 25.10.82. (DMG) 


Radios: Radio control units sighted to date, in addition 
to those published Newsrail Oct.82, p.238, include 
$308, T374-378-382, X36-53. 
List now: C501-510 inclusive 
$308, 312 
1326, 374, 378, 382 
X32, 36, 39, 40, 41, 44, 53 
Y161 (DMG) 
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2HZ: Newsrail Aug.82, p.183 under heading ‘‘Weedex 
to Mildura lines’, mention is made of 2HZ (formerly 
479ZL). The correct number of the vehicle is 2WZ not 
2HZ. (DMG) 


Harris cars: Although it is almost certain that the Har- 
ris suburban cars will vanish in the future some cars 
are still at Martin and King’s premises at Somerton 
where it was originally planned that upgrading of these 
cars would be carried out. On Sun.31.10 in the com- 
pany’s yard a first series Harris trailer and a second 
series motor, M781, the last of the units with three 
doors per side, were seen stripped to a bare shell. Car 
M781 was also seen with the letters M8 painted on the 
side. It is reported that VicRail will receive only two 
refurbished Harris sets and then the contract will be 
finished. Further, it is believed that Martin and King, a 
subsidiary of Clyde, will be used to upgrade the B class 
units in lieu of sending them to SA. This contract will 
make up for the loss of the Harris car order. (GF) 


Ararat depot: 

Sun.17.10: S306, T329, 362, 365, 384, 387, 393, 401, 
W263, Y142, 158, 160. 

Sun.24.10: S307, T326, 348, 362, 377, 383, 388, 401, 
405, W263, Y142, 147, 156, 160. 

Sun.31.10: S309, T329, 330, 347, 355, 362, 372, 390, 
401, 402, 412, W263, Y135, 142, 159. (PM) 


Loco changes: The following locomotives were 

transferred between broad gauge and standard gauge 

on the dates shown: 

X31 s.g. to b.g. on 15.9. Loco due for engine change 
and general overhaul. 

X44 b.g. to s.g. on 20.9. 

T407 s.g. to b.g. on 21.9. 

T410 b.g. to s.g. on 22.9. 

Y139 s.g. to b.g. on 10.10. 

Y104 b.g. to s.g. on 10.10. 


X class No.44: In the October Newsrail on p.248 we 
featured a photo of X44 at Bendigo. A reader has 
advised that the unit has only had its cab sound- 
proofed and a repaint as do all locomotives that enter 
Bendigo Workshops. Despite this treatment however, 
the unit had a reverberation problem inside the cab 
and wind spoilers were fitted on the sides, front and 
back of the windows on 3.8 in an attempt to correct 
this. 


GM33: This loco has received the Commonwealth 
coat of arms back on its nose in preparation for return- 
ing to AN. It was seen with the coat of arms firmly 
affixed on Tues.9.11. It was still in Victoria however, 
on Sat.13.11, as it was the motive power on the 
Daylight to Sydney that morning. (GC) 


Interstate passenger stock in Melbourne: Railways of 
Australia power van HGM205 was providing power for 
the Southern Aurora when it arrived at Melbourne on 
Sat.13.11. Also Gold Coast Motorail sleeper FAM2387 
arrived in Melbourne on 13.11 attached to the Spirit of 
Progress. These two visitors were seen leaving on the 
Southern Aurora that night. Sleeping car, FAM 2387, 
being conveyed empty. (GC) 
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W class units: Readers may be interested to learn the 
current whereabouts of the Tulloch built W class units. 
The following list has been compiled by a reader. 


Loco Builder's Date Date in Remarks and 

No. No. Built VR Service Present Location 

241 006 1959 21.12.59 At Seymour under 
repairs. 

242 007 1.1960 30.1.60 At Ballarat. 

243 008 2.1960 26.2.60 At Ballarat. 

244 009 3.1960 14.3.60 At Geelong. 

245 010 3.1960 1.4.60 Scrapped 30.9.82. 

246 011 4.1960 25.4.60 At Ballarat Workshops 
under repair. 

247 012 5.1960 9.5.60 At Ballarat as 
Workshops pilot. 

248 013 5.1960 22.5.60 At Ballarat. 

249 014 5.1960 30.5.60 At Bendigo. 

250 015 6.1960 10.6.60 At Ballarat under 
repairs. 

251 016 6.1960 20.6.60 Scrapped 30.9.82. 

252 017 6.1960 30.6.60 At Ballarat under 
repairs. 

253 018 7.1960 13.7.60 At Ballarat Workshops 
under repairs. 

254 019 7.1960 23.7.60 Scrapped 1.6.82 

235 020 7.1960 2.8.60 At Newport as pilot. 

256 022 8.1960 13.8.60 Scrapped — date 
unknown. 

257 023 8.1960 26.8.60 At Ballarat Workshops 
under repairs. 

258 024 8.1960 6.9.60 At Geelong. 

259 025 9.1960 28.9.60 At Bendigo as 
Workshops pilot. 

260 026 9.1960 4.10.60 At Ballarat as pilot. 

261 027 ~=10.1960 21.10.60 Scrapped 1.6.82. 

262 029 =11.1960 18.11.60 At Geelong. 

263 030 = 11.1960 27.11.60 At Ararat. 

264 032 12.1960 10.12.60 Scrapped 30.9.82. 

265 031 = 12.1960 22.12.60 Scrapped 24.12.81. 

266 028 10.1960 6.7.61 Ex NSWGR 7101. 
Converted to b.g. 
Scrapped 1.6.82. 

267 036 = =11.1961 18.12.61 Originally b.g. 


Converted to s.g. 
10.2.62. Scrapped 5.80 
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(PNM) 


X31 at Somerton with an Army special from Seymour to 
Dynon conveying armoured personnel carriers and other 
vehicles. Sat.3.7.82. (John Dare) 


W249 and Y169 rest in the afternoon sun at Bendigo 
between shunting moves. 25.8.80. (L Sutton) 
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Works 


GENERAL 


Wangaratta land: During September-October a num- 
ber of improvements have been made to the 
Wangaratta works yard. The former platform has been 
cut back by about half and the remaining portion has 
been refaced, new coping installed and a concrete slab 
laid at the Down end of the platform. A verandah has 
been provided on the southern wall of the district fit- 
ter’s workshop, and this now provided a welcome relief 
from wet weather, as the railway and public telephones 
are also located on the south wall. (Is this another step 
in preparation for closing the remains of the 
Wangaratta Works depot?). (DMG) 


Box Hill developments: ‘At Box Hill station, following 
the completion of the first part of the Station St bridge 
decking, road traffic was diverted to the eastern half of 
the level-crossing on or about Thurs.23.9 (Show Day). 
This has enabled excavation of the western part of the 
level-crossing between the southern buttress and the 
temporary central support to go ahead. Placing of con- 
crete girders across this evcavation is almost complete 
at this date. Earthworks for the first two platforms are 
under way, with some of the platform face posts 
already in place. It appears that the new station will 
have a central island platform with a single faced plat- 
form on either side. Drainage works in the cutting are 
also well under way. Four new structures for the over- 
head and a new signal gantry, as yet without signals, 
have been erected on the Down side of the Elgar Rd 
bridge as far as the commencing point of the station 
cutting. (DSG) 


Bank Box loop: This loop should be in operation soon 
as the major earthworks, tracklaying and signal works 
have been completed. The signal mast are now erected 
across the tracks on a gantry. 


More flashing lights: During October additional flash- 

ing lights at level-crossings were brought into use as 

shown: 

On 13.10: flashing lights were provided at the Ouyen 
Hwy level-crossing at Murrayville. 

On 14.10: flashing lights were provided at the Ouyen 
Hwy, Ouyen. 

On 13.10: flashing lights were provided at the Ouyen 
Hwy crossing at Panitya. 


New Apex siding: Most readers are familiar with the 
Apex siding at Kilmore East, Brooklyn and Westall and 
the block train that operates between these points. 
That same company has recently added a further siding 
to its operations at North Shore. The line is an exten- 
sion of the existing International Harvester’s siding. 


Warrnambool line works: 

On Fri.6.8: Maitland St signal box at Geelong was 
abolished. 

On Wed.8.9: the Down end extension of No.3 track at 
Winchelsea was abolished and a scotch block was 
provided on the Down end of No.3 track. (The 
points leading to the extension have been spiked to 
lay for No.3 track). (WDSRS) 


A very early shot of a gate keeper’s cottage, it was approximately 7 miles from Echuca on the Bendigo line. 


(Larry E Mitchell) 
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Delays, Derailments, etc. 


GENERAL 


Silver set derailed: On Tues.12.10 a three car silver set 
running the 1105 Dandenong to Pakenham service 
collided with a semi trailer at the level-crossing at 
Clyde Rd shortly before Berwick. The flashing lights 
were reported to be operating at the time. The consist 
of the train was 137M, 1002T and 138M. The train 
came to rest with 138M lying on its side over all three 
tracks facing south. The front bogies had been sheared 
off by the impact. The car received extensive damage. 
The trailer car, 1002T, (a converted D car) was 
derailed and leaning to its left. The other M car 
remained on the tracks. Damage to the overhead was 
extensive, as one staunchion was forced out of the 
ground complete with concrete base and pushed 
several feet along the line. Overhead wires fell down as 
the supports gave way. Track on both lines was 
buckled. Buses were used to replace all suburban ser- 
vices and connected with electric trains at Dandenong. 
Country passengers were also transferred in the same 
manner. For the 16 46 service to Traralgon, a three car 
silver set ran express from the City to Caulfield, thence 
Caulfield to Dandenong where buses ferried 
passengers to Pakenham. Work during the afternoon 
consisted of repairing the lines and clearing the fallen 
overhead. Mobile cranes later righted the derailed 
motor car. By dusk floodlights were installed. The 
level-crossing was opened to road traffic sometime bet- 
ween 20 00 and 22 00. Shortly after 22 00 loco X43 was 
seen pushing the rerailed 1002T and 138M towards 
Berwick station. By Wednesday morning goods and 
country passenger services were resumed with either 
X43 or T404 being placed in front of the L class loco to 
haul the train through the dead overhead section. A 
temporary wooden mast was placed on either side of 
the tracks to replace the missing support and 
staunchion. Later the same morning the overhead wir- 
ing was replaced. Cars, 1002T and 138M were stored in 
No.3 road at Berwick whilst the leading M car was 
pushed clear of the tracks and left lying on its side. 
(RAH/CR) 


St Kilda line delays: No suburban electric trains ran 
on the St Kilda line on Thurs.14.10 between 6.30 am 
and 9.30 am due to overhead defects. The service 
resumed with single line working with a 30 minute ser- 
vice until full repairs could be carried out. The delay 
was further compounded by union bans on repairs in 
support of a pay rise. (RB) 


Road bus hits train: On Thurs.14.10, the 15 38 Down 
Bacchus Marsh pass., was struck by a road coach at the 
Fisken St level-crossing at Bacchus Marsh. The bus 
struck the side of carriage BE48 badly damaging it. The 
bus received extensive damage. It was reported that 
the brakes on the bus had failed. As a result the 16 45 
Up Bacchus Marsh pass. was delayed by about half an 
hour. 


Southern Aurora delay: The Up Southern Aurora was 
delayed for over 3 hours on Sat.30.10 when its loco 
42205 became a total failure near Wangaratta. A 
reader, who was travelling on the train at the time was 
able to give a first hand account of the situation. The 
loco failed near the 152 mile post and the entire train 
was pushed into the Alumatta s.g. loop by the Spirit of 
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Progress. The Spirit had two locos that day, X46 and 
47. X47 was quickly uncoupled and placed the defec- 
tive 422 into the cripple road. The Spirit then con- 
tinued on its way to Melbourne leaving X47 to couple 
onto the Southern Aurora and take it on into 
Melbourne. Loco 42205 was collected by a following 
goods train. (FM) 


Train of Knowledge problems: On Mon.25.10, the 
Echuca District Schools were to use the Train of 
Knowledge. The train was worked empty to Bendigo 
where the children were to join it. B62 was the motive 
power on the empty cars. Departure from Spencer St 
was at 6.28 am, 3 minutes late. Arrival at Castlemaine 
was at 8.28 am, 6 minutes early, but departure was 
delayed until 8.42 am waiting line clearance. Bendigo 
was reached 2 minutes early at 9.12 am. Load ex 
Melbourne was, Melville, Avoca, 43BPL, sleepers, 8, 
7, 5, Carey, sleepers 10, 9, 6. B62 powered the train 
from Bendigo at 9.37 am, 7 minutes late. The train 
returned to Castlemaine to take the children on a grand 
tour across central Victoria via Carisbrook. Castle- 
maine was reached 10 minutes late at 10.15 am. Here, 
No.5 sleeper was found to have a hot box and was 
detached. The occupants were moved to 43BPL. 
Departure was finally made some 30 minutes late. 
Newstead was reached at 11.18 am where safe working 
was carried out. At Maryborough departure was made 
at 12.04 pm where the train headed through Talbot, 
Clunes, Creswick and arrived Ballarat at 13 27 instead 
of the tabled 12.56 pm, 31 minutes late. Aircondi- 
tioned sleeper No.2 was sent to Ballarat on the 12.30 
Down Ballarat pass. to replace the defective car left at 
Castlemaine. B78 hauled the Ballarat pass. 

The car was detached at Ballarat but had to be hauled 
to Ballarat East Loco to be turned as the corridor and 
toilets were on the wrong side to the rest of the cars. 
After turning the car was coupled between 43BPL and 
No.8 sleeper as it could not be placed in any other posi- 
tion due to the length of the power cables which are 
attached between it and the Melville car which supplies 
power for the dining car and other cars on the train. 

That night the train stabled on the old cattle sidings 
at Linton Junction. The following morning the train 
left for Ararat where it stabled for the day. The train 
left here at 1705 and headed for Gheringhap via 
Cressy instead of the usual route via Ballarat. It stabled 
the night at Gheringhap and left there at 05 30 on 
Wed.27.10. The train then headed for Warrnambool 
and spent Thursday there. Departure for Melbourne 
was. early Friday morning with an arrival at 09 44, 10 
late. The children returned to Bendigo on the 13 40 
Down Bendigo pass. 

As a matter of interest, No.4 sleeper was used for 
the following week’s tour for the Ferntree Gully High 
School. No.5 sleeper did not return to the train until 
Mon.8.11. (GC) 


NSW strike: On Sat.13.11, a train examiner’s strike in 
Sydney prevented the Daylight from leaving Sydney 
that day. The Southern Aurora and Spirit of Progress 
also did not run. However the Daylight and overnight 
trains to Sydney left from Melbourne that day. Accor- 
dingly, by Sun.14.11, both sets of overnight trains were 
in Sydney. (GC) 
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GENERAL 


Tram houses: In the October issue (p.250) we made 
mention of some former trams which were being used 
as residences at Mentone. The Tramway Museum 
Society of Victoria Ltd has since written and added a bit 
more information and corrected a couple of errors. 

The main item is that the Society did not buy the house! 
Unfortunately for us, we are no where near that financial! 
After the house was sold at auction, we approached the 
purchaser and found that he was going to demolish it and 
build on the site. We requested one tram (F class No.46), 
but he suggested we should demolish the house to ensure 
the safety of the tram. The subsequent arrangement was 
that we clear the site; this meant we suddenly had three 
trams and lots of building material. Through members’ 
generosity of donations we took a second tram (H class 
No.55) to Bylands with much building material. We 
endeavoured to place the body of H class No.54 but shor- 
tage of time prevented lengthy efforts. Consequently it was 
broken up in parts, in joint work parties with Ballarat Tram- 
way Preservation Society members. 

By immense coincidence, the adjoining house (No. 14) 
was to be demolished at the same time (the owners wanted 
to rebuild themselves). Consequently we approached the 
wrecker and he agreed to donate the body of G class No.50 
to us. He sold the other two trams, but one purchaser with- 
drew. J class No.74 went on its way, and he offered us B 
class No.91. Thus Nos.50 and 91 also reached Bylands. Our 
one tram grew to four and the cost, even allowing for some 
donations, was well up. It was a most interesting and 
rewarding exercise with four different tram bodies acquired 
for possible future restoration. Our present collection does 
not have any of these classes. 


Hopkins dining car: In the October issue of Newsraila 
reader asked for some information on the former 
VicRail dining car, Hopkins. The following informa- 
tion has been supplied by a Mr. B. G. Lewis of Don- 
caster. 


Hopkins was acquired by the then Commonwealth 
Railways on 2.11.1950. The car was modified and air- 
conditioned during the next few months. For reasons 
not clear the car was written off by the Commonwealth 
Railways on 29.3.1968. The actual fate of the steel 
body is not known. Whilst in service on the CR, the car 
was coded Db and numbered 75. It is interesting to 
note that a car of similar structural appearance, ex V/ 
SAR sleeping car, Macedon was also acquired at the 
same time becoming first ARC74, being recoded VPB 
in 1979 when it was converted to a mobile supermarket 
and saw service on the Tea and Sugar train. A sister car 
to the Macedon, Mount Lofty was also obtained about 
the same time but was not used until about 1979 when 
it became a second VPB numbered 328. (BGL) 


A storage hint: A reader has come up with a novel 
idea of storing your Newsrails. He suggests that once 
the contents of wine casks have been consumed and 
enjoyed and the kids have made a balloon or football 
out of the sachet, then the empty container makes an 
excellent storage box for magazines. The reader sug- 
gests that Wynvale casks have proved most versatile as 
they are the right size and will hold up to three years 
supply. The waxed finish of the boxes seems to keep 
those undesirable insects away and makes long storage 
possible. (BGL) 


AN looks at the XPT train: The assistant general 
manager of Australian National, Mr Maurice Gigney 
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told a recent travel writers’ seminar that AN would like 
to see the XPT train run a special trip from Sydney to 
Perth. The AN people believe that on the long, 
straight, well-ballasted tracks across the Nullarbor 
Plain, which run for up to 500 km without a curve, the 
steamlined NSW flier will be able to cruise at its 
programmed 140 km/h. Behind the request lies a 
change in direction for Australian National. Mr Gigney 
says that passenger services are beginning to pay. He 
also said the Australian National piggy-back truck ser- 
vice had taken all the long-distance express freight bet- 
ween the eastern States and WA. In a similiar fashion, 
on the Ghan the motorail feature — where passengers 
can ship their cars as well — has proven remarkably 
popular. 

He briefed the seminar on plans for the proposed 
$600 million Alice Springs - Darwin railway, on which 
Australian National plans to run three high-speed 
passenger trains a week in each direction, carrying 
60,000 passengers a year. The NSW XPT is one of the 
models being considered for these trains. However, 
American-style double deckers with club cars are 
favored. The trains will offer music, video and perhaps 
even gambling tables to pass the time during the 18- 
hour, 140 km/h trip. Each train will cost $18 million 
and carry 450 to 600 passengers. 


LETTER TO THE EDITOR 
Sir, 

I was greatly interested in your Taildisc comment on 
the NSW XPT train (Newsrail August, 1982), par- 
ticularly as regards the comments of the former Vic- 
torian Minister of Transport, Mr R McLellan, concern- 
ing the comparison of speeds on Victorian accelerated 
schedules compared with those of the XPT. 

Sad to say, he is correct regarding VR schedules 
being faster, but he ignores one very important factor, 
that is, the terrain, the alignment and grades over 
which NSW have to operate main line expresses. 

I recently travelled Kempsey to Sydney on an XPT 
service (24.6.82) which ran basically to timetable, los- 
ing about three minutes signals Strathfield - Sydney. 
The overall time for the 504 km trip was 6 hr 50 min, 
(over one hour faster than previous fastest schedule) 
giving an overall average speed of 73.75 km/h. Broad- 
meadow - Sydney, with a stop at Hornsby, averaged 
81.5 km/h, with the best section time Wyong - 
Gosford at an average of 100 km/h. 

The magical 160 km/h was only attained for a short 
section between Maitland and Broadmeadow, followed 
by severe speed restrictions a/c track repairs. Average 
speeds Kempsey to Maitland are lower than what can 
ultimately be attained due to hand changing of the staff 
at each station. This will alter after introduction of CTC 
for much of this section. Average speeds per section 
ranged from 77.3 km/h to 65.2 km/h. 

For readers not familiar with the NSW system, the 
alignments of the North Coast railway and the Western 
line to Lithgow, and, toa slightly lesser degree the Alb- 
ury line, can be likened to somewhere between the 
alignment and grades of the Nyora - Foster line and 
that of the Cudgewa line!! Can you even imagine a B 
class, hauling N class cars, averaging 74 km/h Nyora - 
Foster? (Imagine the heart seizures of the guard.) 
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The curve radii on several sections in NSW are as 
sharp as 11 chains, with lengthy sections of 15 chain 
radius; good going is 20 to 25 chain radius (probably 
about 100 km/h for NSW trains). Regular VR tra- 
vellers to Korumburra would note the number of ‘‘30 
mph” boards on that route. 

In view of the disabilities of the NSW terrain, I feel 
that the system made the only choice possible, if 
reasonable schedules were to be maintained without 
complete reconstruction and re-alignment of much of 
the system. The virtue of the ‘‘XPT principle’’ is a 
train of very high ‘‘power to weight ratio’’, capable of 
very rapid acceleration and braking, to take advantage 
of any favourable alignments available, and with 
improved suspension to travel faster on existing 
curves. 

On the Victorian scene, the present philosophy 
appears to be working well, if the old wooden stock can 
stand the strain until sufficient N class cars are availa- 
ble. On a recent visit to Victoria I recorded 54 min. 
Melbourne - Geelong on the 9.25 am Warrnambool, 
with an average of 112.1 km/h Werribee - North Shore 
and 104.3 km/h South Geelong - Winchelsea. 

The only sections in NSW where similar speeds are 
attained would be Albury - Junee and sections near 
Goulburn. The recently published schedule for the 
8.00 am Albury - Sydney XPT Riverina has a 
scheduled 117 km/h Albury - Wagga, which will 
involve a slowing at each staff station until the 
introduction of CTC. 

I have recorded an even faster time on the 
Melbourne - Geelong on the old 8.25 am Flier 
schedule. The run was in the mid-fifties, when the B 
class were nicely run in. Departure Spencer St was 8.30 
am (5 late) with an on time arrival at Geelong (9.20). 
The train consist behind the B class was three E class 
stock and a CE van. Time for the 34 miles from 
Newport Junction to North Shore (approx.) was 30 
minutes — an average of 68 mph with long sections 
west of Werribee being run out at about 73 mph 
(official max. 70 mph). I wonder if any reader has a 
record of a faster time? 

Yours sincerely, 


Bruce Irving 
5 Dalhousie Street, Maryborough, 4650, Qld. 


READERS’ QUERIES 


Sleeping cars: Were any of the “E”’ silhouette 
(including sleeping) cars ever named and, if so, what 


‘were their names? (BGL) 


ANSWER TO WHERE IS IT? 


Well it’s not Colbinabbin, or Girgarre or Peechelba 
East ... It is Katamatite, opened under the Country 
Tramways Act of 1886 for the Shire of Yarrawonga on 
1.10.1888. This view is looking south down the line 
and shows the only building remaining at the date of 
the visit. Such was not always the case, however, for 
VicRail plans reveal that the former station building 
has a general waiting room and a ladies’ waiting room. 
At the down end of the platform there was an 
unusually situated booking room and store. It was 
possible a survival from the days of the Shire tramway, 
and if any reader has a photograph of it, the Editor 
would be pleased to hear from him. 


RAILWAY QUIZ: 


Last month’s answer: The systems of safe working on 

the VicRail system are: Train staff and ticket, Line 

clear report, Electric staff, Composite staff, Proceed 

order, Automatic electric staff, Pilot working, 

Automatic and track control, Lever locking and track 

ie Centralised traffic control and Double line 
ock. 


This month’s question: How many classes of fixed 
signals are there, and what are they? 


The photographs of Sloane station on p. 278 and 279 in our 
last issue were taken by Peter Jones. 


Class leader 8101 hauls a test train of 1650 tonnes between 
Binalong - Coolalie as it works from Cootamundra to 
Goulburn. This was the heaviest load ever hauled by a single 
loco over that section. It is widely rumoured that the 81 class 
will run to Melbourne when enough become available. They 
are rated for traction at 2237 Kw and are fitted with EMD’s 
new “Super Series” wheel slip device which in some areas, 
wet rails, etc. allows up to 30% greater haulage. An interesting 
new feature on the loco are footlights mounted just above the 
couplings. They are being issued for traffic in the SRA’s new 
colour scheme of red, black, white, orange, yellow and silver. 
[We pubiished recently that pink was one of the colours but 
this is not true — Editor.] (Leon Oberg) 
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632 BOURKE STREET, 
MELBOURNE, 3000 


Telephone: 67 2480 


CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS 
For details on how to place your advertisement and charges 
see p. 287. 


FOR SALE 


“Steam Dreams”. An illustrated trainspotting novel. ‘Brits’, 
‘Scots’, ‘Semis’, Mickys’ ... Humour, Suspense, Nostalgia, 
Romance. The adventures of intrepid British Railways 
(L.M.S.) trainspotters in the early 1960's. 126 pages, 55 
photos. A$10 (incl. free surface mail) from Steam Press, 
7 Leapers View, Over Kellet, Canforth, Lancs, England. 
Quality fiction ... (Steam World). 


Meopta Axomat II Enlarger, 35 mm, glassless negative 
carrier, Belar 4.5/50 lens. Complete still in original case. In 
absolutely immaculate condition. $130. Phone 836 3660. 


WANTED 


To purchase or copy for research purposes — Victorian 
Railways Country Timetable between 1950 and 1953. 
Phone 459 3845. 


Do you find you have nothing to do on Tuesday 
nights? Why'not visit the ARHS Archives on the 
Down platform at Windsor from 8.00 pm. See you 
there! 


POSITION VACANT — 
ARTICLES EDITOR 

The position of Articles Editor becomes vacant at 

the end of this year and it very urgent we fill the 


position as soon as possible. For all enquiries write 
to Andrew Ward, 12 Leonard St, Burwood, 3125. 
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HYLANDS 
BOOKSHOP 


Specialists in Railway and 
Transport Books also... 


AVIATION, SHIPPING, 
MILITARY HISTORY, 
WAR GAMES 


130 FLINDERS STREET 
MELBOURNE, VICTORIA 3000 


Telephone: 63 4899 


aed not subscribe and have Newsrail 
home delivered? 
DETAILS: 


A.R.H.S. Membership Officer, 
Box 5177AA, G.P.O. Melbourne, 3001 
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HOBBY CENTRE 


498 Dorset Road, Croydon, Vic. 3136 
Phone: (03) 723 1211 
OPENS: 10 am MON.-FRI. — 9 am SAT. 


I 
I 
YOUR COMPLETE MODEL RAILWAY 
| 
| 
| 
CLOSES: 6 pm MON.-THURS. — 9 pm FRI. — 1 pm SAT. | 


4 
| TRAIN WORLD | 


l 624 Hawthorn Road, East Brighton 3187. 596 6342. I 
OPEN: MON.-SAT. 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. and late (9 p.m.) Fridays 
Magazines/Books: Australian, USA, UK — Direct Importers. 
Model Trains from U.S.A./U.K. Good range always in stock. 
I New and used models. Bankcard welcome. l 
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1351 Burke Road, East Kew 3102 
Phone: (03) 80 3241 
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